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Ne\V  missionaries  testify  to  God's  grace 


SNELLVILLE,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Kenny  Grant  Baptist  Collegiate  Ministries  in 
was  a  new  U.S.  Marine  Corps  recruit  about  Dayton,  Ohio. 

20  years  ago  when  he  learned  his  youne  Nine  years  ago,  Mitchell  said, 

Srifriend  was  pregnant,  but  God  used  she  was  a  bitter  young  teenager 
ose  circumstances  and  the  witness  of  a  with  a  background  of  physical 
fellow  soldier  to  lead  him  to  faith  in  Christ,  abuse  who  had  never  known  gen- 
He  called  his  mother  first  and  told  her  uine  love.  Then  a  friend  imated 
the  news.  He  then  called  his  girlfriend  and  her  to  church,  where  she  heard  a 
said,  "I  don't  know  what  happened  yester-  sermon  about  the  love  of  God.  J 
day,  but  I  know  our  life  is  gomg  to  be  dif-  "I  told  my  friend...  'Iwant  to 
ferent.  We're  going  to  raise  our  baby.  We're  know  about  this  God,''^Mitchell 
going  to  get  married."  said.  "'I  want  to  know  about  this 

Grant  and  his  wife  Shirlw  gave  evi-  love,  and  I  want  to  know  about 
dence  of  that  difference  on  Eeb.  7.  They  somebody  who  would  love  me  for 
were  among  77  missionaries  of  the  North  who  I  am  wittiout  me  having  to 
American  Mission  Board  (NAMB)  commis-  change  for  thfem.' 
sioned  during  a  service  of  worsh»  and  cel-  "She  said,  'I  can  tell  you  about 
ebration  at  First  Church,  Snellville,  Ga.  him,'  and  she  led  me  in  a  prayer," 
Grant  now  serves  as  the  pastor/director  Mit^ell  continued.  "Ever  since 
of  the  Savannah  Baptist  Center,  an  inner-  then  my  life  has  been  so  full  of 
city  ministry  reaching  multihousing  com-  blessings.  I  can  walk  aroimd  witti 

munities  in  a  smile  on  my  face,  because  I 
downtown  know  there's  a  heavenly  Father 
Savannah.  that  is  wrapping  his  cums  around 
Their  tes-  me  every  day  of  my  life." 
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timony  Reccord  challenged  the 

«nong  the  gatioa  — .hotti  miyipnag^ 
highlights  laypeople  to  consider  dieir 
a  service  that  mitment  to  'God's  calling  their 

also  own  lives.  He  one  instance 

in  his  own  life  when  simple  obedi- 
ence  was  used  by  God  to  make  an 
impact  that  is  only  just  bcM^inning. 
the  Keccord  ne  and  wile, 

of  all  of  the  Cheryl,  started  a  neighborhood 

missionar-  Bible  study  in  their  home  after  ACTING  AS  ANNIE —  Annie  Armstrong,  portrayed 

ies;  words  of  they  movM  to  the  Atlanta  area,  by  actress  Freddie  Neel,  offers  words  of  wisdom  dur- 

challenge  The  night  ttiey  were  supposed  to  ing  a  North  American  Mission  Board  commissioning 
from  NAMB  begin,  he  was  tired  after  a  stressful  sgrvice  Feb.  7  at  First  Church  of  Snellville,  Ga.  (Photo 
President  day  and  briefly  considered  calling  by  James  Dotson) 

Robert  E.  off  the  first  night's  study.  H— - ; - ^ - 

Reccord;  and  The  doorb^  rang  early,  anoa  wom^^  -4F  living  room  for  their  kids, 

even  a  visit  the  door  said  she  had  seen  a  flyer  advertis-  Neel,  speaking  as  Annie  Armstrong 
from  ing  the  Bible  study  and  had  been  waiting  based  oh  ner  writings,  issued  her  own 
respected  outside  for  an  hour  and  a  half.  advice  to  the  congregation  on  how  to 

missionary  Within  24  hours,  Reccord  said,  the  ensure  the  Holy  Spirit  will  continue  to 
advocate  woman  accepted  Ch^t  and  over  the  next  work  through  their  lives. 

Annie  year  after  being  discipled  by  Cheryl,  she  "If  we  want  the  Spirit,  the  fire  of  God 
Armstrong,  led  six  family  members  to  Christ.  falling  on  this  place,  we  must  have  a  sacri- 

portrayed  by  "^e  called  us  a  month  ago  and  told  us,  fice  on  the  altar,"  she  said, 
e  Neel.  'I  just  wanted  to  call  and  say  thanks.  The  "That  sacrifice?  Repentant  hearts.  No 

i's  transform-  first  thing  I  did  here  is  open  a  Bible  study  repentance,  no  sacrifice,  no  fire.  Oh  God, 
iT  Mitchell,  a  in  my  home,"'  Reccord  recounted.  Every  may  you  light  the  fire  here  tonight,"  Annie 
vp  years  with  morning  there  are  now  20  mothers  praying  pleaded. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


The  Baptist  Hour  receives  NRB  Milestone  Award 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  Baptist  sion  and  its  succes- 
Hour  radio  program  hosted  by  sor,  the  North 
Frank  Pollard,  pastor  of  First  American  Mission 
Church,  Jackson,  nas  received  the  Board  and  its 
Natiimal  Religious  Broadcasters  FamilyNet  sub- 
(NRB)  Milestone  Award.  sidiary. 

The  Milestone  Award  is  "It  is  a  great 
given  to  a  program  or  pro-  honor  for  The 
grammer  involved  in  radio  or  Baptist  Hour  to  be 
television  ministry  for  more  nominated  as  the 
than  50  years.  recipient  of  the 

The  Baptist  HdCit  »  the  prestigious  Mile- 
longest-running  radio  program  stone  Award,"  said 
under  former  Soutfiem  Baptist  David  Clark,  presi- 
Radio  and  Television  Commis-  dent  of  Family-Net 
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Tlhe  intersection  of  politics 
and  religion  is  strewn  with 
the  wreckage  of  many 
careers  and  OrganuMtions.  Rare 
indeed  is  the  model  where  poli¬ 
tics  and  religion  have  peaceful¬ 
ly  co-existed  in  the  same  space 
for  any  length  of  time. 

Yet  that  fact  hasn't  stopped 
Christian  Americans  from  get¬ 
ting  involved  in  ptolitics,  because 
rehgious  pwple  have  a  right  to 
representation  in  the  political 
dikrourse  of  this  country. 

- On  the  other  hand, 

craven  politicians  and 
their  toadies  with  politi¬ 
cal  agendas  have  been 
known  to  use  well- 
meaning  Christians  for 
their  own  purposes. 
None  of  us  are  immune 
to  the  flattery  and 
enticements  that  go 
along  with  political 
power,  but  we  should 
possess  a  hecilthy  skepti¬ 
cism  about  inducements 
H.  that  could  trap  us  in  a 
I  web  of  political  intrigue. 

From  the  recent  inau¬ 
guration  of  President 
George  W.  Bush  comes  a 
cautionary  —  and  embarrass¬ 
ing  —  tale  of  what  often  hap¬ 
pens  when  Christians  let  down 
their  guard  around  political 
types  with  ulterior  mohves. 

On  January  19,  leaders  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
and  other  religious  groups 
were  invited  to  the  Inaugural 
Prayer  Luncheon  for  Unity  and 
Renewal  at  the  posh  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  on  Capitol  Hill 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

Among  the  program  person¬ 
alities  were  Dallas  pastor  Tony 


Evans,  who  preached  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
a  few  years  ago;  sometime 
Southern  Baptist  Jerry  Falwell, 
pastor  of  Thomas  Road  Church 
and  chancellor  of  Liberty 
University,  both  in  Lynchburg, 
Va.;  and  Paul  Crouch,  head  of 
the  charismatic-leaning  Trinity 
Broadcasting  Network  on 
which  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  president 
Jim  Merritt,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Snellville,  Ga.,  has 
appeared;  and  Merritt  hirnself. 

Attending  the  Ivmcheon  were 
Morris  Chapman,  president  of 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee 
and  former  SBC  president; 
Richard  Land,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission; 
Jack  Graham,  pastor  of 
Prestonwood  Church,  Dallas; 
Ed  Young,  pastor  of  Second 
Church,  Houston,  Texas,  and 
former  SBC  president;  and  Paul 
Pressler,  known  as  one  of  the 
architects  of  the  Conservative 
Resurgence  in  the  SBC. 

"The  prayer  luncheon  fea¬ 
tured  a  who’s  who  of  religious 
and  political  leaders...," 
according^  to  the  January  22 
Baptist  Press  report  from 
which  the  above  lists  of  digni¬ 
taries  were  drawn. 

There  was  only  one  problem. 
The  luncheon  was  sponsored 
by  the  Washington  Times 
Foundation,  a  front  for 
Unification  Church  leader  Sun 
Myung  Moon,  the  convicted 
tax  evader  who  believes  he  and 
his  wife  are  the  spiritual  equals 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Moons  refer  to  them¬ 
selves  as  the  "True  Parents"  of 


the  human  race, 
routinely  hold 
mass  marriage 
ceremonies 
involving  thou¬ 
sands  of  peo¬ 
ple,  and  compel 
their  misguided 
followers  to  sell 
cheap  trinkets 
on  roadsides. 

There  was  no 
shortage  of  red 
faces  when 
Moon's  sub¬ 
terfuge  was 
revemed,  as 
reported  by 
Baptist  Press  in 
a  January  23 
followup  story. 

"I  was 
shocked  to  see 
that  Sun 

Myung  Moon 
was  on  the  pro¬ 
gram  and,  in 
essence,  the 
host,"  said 
Chapman,  who 
was  handed  Unification 
Church  materials  on  his  way 
out  of  the  limcheon. 

"This  was  completely  unan- 
hcipated,"  Pressler  observed. 

'^1  didn't  even  see  a  program 
until  1  got  there.  1  had  no  idea 
this  was  the  nature  of  the  meet¬ 
ing/'  Merritt  piointed  out. 

The  question  that  begs  to  be 
asked  is,  "Why  not?"  As  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  why  didn't  these 
men  know  the  nature  of  such  a 
large,  politically-connected  event 
berore  agreeing  to  attend? 

To  be  fair,  anyone  can  be 
sucked  into  an  embarrassing 


aft 


situation  such  as  this,  and 
Moon  did  veil  his  sponsorship 
—  however  thinly. 

The  la^er  point  to  be  made  is 
that  Christians,  and  especially 
Christian  leaders,  must  take 
extra  care  to  avoid  being 
seduced  by  the  glamor  and  pres¬ 
tige  of  politics.  We  must  disci- 

Gine  ourselves  to  reach  for  a 
gher  standard  where  such 
worldly  pursuits  are  involved. 

Merritt  told  Baptist  Press,  "1 
believe  this  incident  will  teach 
us  to  be  a  little  more  judicious." 

niere  are  more  man  a  few 
Southern  Baptists  who  pray 
that  will  indeed  be  the  case. 


Nashville,  Tenn.  (bp)  — 

Peering  over  the  shoulder 


X  n  reenng  over  me  snouider 
of  a  Cambodian  motorbike  dri-  T 
ver,  I  saw  sights  that  still  stick  so 
vividly  in  my  mind: 

•  Roads  that  were  impassable 
for  most  vehicles,  except  me  small 
motorbikes  on  which  we  rode  to 
get  to  our  churches  each  day. 

•  Wood  and  bamboo  houses  on  12-foot 
high  stilts,  sitting  in  fields  of  mud  and  water. 

•  Smiles  and  waves  from  men,  women, 
and  children  out  fishing,  swimming,  or  tend¬ 
ing  the  rice  in  their  flooded  parcels  of  land. 

•  Cambodians  whooping  with  laughter 
and  shock  as  this  plump  parade  princess 
rode  by  sitting  "side  saddle"  on  the  back 
of  a  small  bike. 

Although  I  spent  10  days  wading 
through  hip-deep  water  and  riding  over 
muddy  roads  washed  out  by  the  worst 
flooding  in  60  years  I  wouldn't  trade  a 
million  dollars  for  the  experiences  I  had 
during  my  mission  trip  to  Cambodia. 

As  a  member  of  the  LifeWay  team  join¬ 
ing  with  International  Crusades  on  this  trip, 

I  was  thankful  (3od  had  allowed  me  to  see 
what  he  is  doing  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

There  were  nine  of  us  altogether  on 
this  team,  including  Jerry  Wolverton, 
Phyllis  Young,  Michael  Yaroer,  Dom  Dyt, 
and  LifeWay  retiree  Don  Davis.  Also  jom- 
ing  the  team  were  volunteers  Pat  Still, 
Ann  Davis,  and  Frankie  Dans. 

Each  day  we  split  into  teams  of  two  to 


Guest  Opinion: 

Lessons  learned  in  Cambodia 


By  Leigh  Ann  Dans 
Nashville,  Tenn. 


Typically,  we  visited  four  to  six  homes 
each  day,  with  up  to  50  people  crowded  in 
a  small  room,  curious  to  hear  what  we  had 
to  say.  The  Cambodians  have  been  so 
repressed  by  Buddhism,  communism,  the 
Khmer  Rouge,  and  Pol  Pot  that  some  of 


them  didn't  even  know  who 
God  was.  Yet,  it  was  obvious  by 
fteir  faces  that  the 
Holy  ^irit  had  revealed  the 
trutn  of  salvation  to  them.  Our 
team  of  nine  saw  1332  deci¬ 
sions,  13  rededications,  and 
three  church  starts. 

Of  the  many  Cambodians  we 
met,  one  man  in  particular  touched  me  so 
deroly,  insmring  me  by  his  tremendous 
wade  with  Christ.  Pastor  Voom,  a  70-year- 
old  pastor  of  the  largest  church  in  the 
region,  was  one  of  13  preachers  who  had 
been  imprisoned  many  years  ago  for  his 
beliefs.  He  and  one  other  man  were  the 
only  two  survivors  of  the  ordeal.  He  was 
reluctant  to  speak  freely  about  his  experi¬ 
ence,  but  he  did  tell  us  that  his  stay  in 
prison  was  so  long  that  his  clothes  rotted 
off  of  his  body. 

We  will  never  understand  the  cost  he 
has  paid  for  his  faith  in  Jesus.  As  Don 
Davis  said,  "Looking  into  Pastor  Voom's 
eyes  is  like  looking  into  a  dero  well." 

What  a  treat  and  blessing  (Jod  gave  us. 
Yes,  this  trip  was  hard,  but  I  wouldn't 
change  one  minute  of  it.  I'm  truly  learning 
that  every  tribe  and  every  tongue  will  be 
represented  before  the  throne  on  the  day 
we  all  lift  our  voice  in  unison  to  praise  the 
King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords. 


CAMBODIA  GROUP  —  Cambodian  mission  Li 


conduct  house  visitations  that  had  been  volunteers  stand  around  a  statue  of  a  non  in  t'lannmg  umt.  bne  jotnea  a  group  oj  volun- 
prearranged  by  the  four  churches  to  Phnom  Penh.  Leigh  Ann  Dans  is  sitting  in  front  of  teers  on  a  L^Way-sponsored  mission  trip  to 
which  we  were  assigned.  ^  the  statue.  (Photo  by  Michael  Yarber)  Cambodia  on  Noo.  1-14. 


Leish  Ann  Dans  is  employed  through 
ifeWay  Christian  Resources''  Marketing 


nning  Dept.  She  joined  a 


Marketing 
p  of  volun- 
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Life  Way  mags  target  Christian  audiences 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  — 
With  1  billion  searchable  web- 
p^es  on  the  Internet  today, 
59%  of  Americans  say  they  are 
overwhelmed  with  informa¬ 
tion,  and  50%  say  they  don't 
want  any  more  knowledge  than 
they  absolutely  need. 

That's  why  the  disciple- 
ship  magazine  depart-  / 
ment  at  LifeWay  / 
Christian  Resources  ,  ^ 

of  the  Southern  C 

Baptist  Conven- 
tion  offers  11  ^ 

magazines  that  ^ 
cater  to  distinct 
groups  of  peo- 
pie  with  sjjecif-  ff 
1C  needs.  § 

"We  know  # 

the  Internet  is  g-i 
overwhelm- 
ing  at  times. 

That's  why  we  *  """h 
want  to  give  Christians 
information  that  fits  their 
needs  in  a  convenient  for¬ 
mat,"  said  Selma  Wilson, 
director  of  LifeWay's  disciple- 
ship  magazine  department. 
"If  you  lay  down  one  of  our 
magazines  on  the  coffee  table 
for  a  day  or  two,  you  can  go 
right  back  to  where  you  left 
off.  Sometimes,  that's  difficult 
to  do  on  the  Web." 

Wilson's  area  produces  mag¬ 
azines  desired  for  parents  of 
children  (I^rentLife),  parents 
of  teenagers  (Living  with 
Teenagers),  and  a  special  edi¬ 
tion  of  ParentLife  for  parents  of 
new  babies,  newborn  to  age  2 
(BabyLife).  They  also  publish  a 
magazine  for  single  adults 
(Christian  Single),  crtdef  adults 
(Mature  Living),  families 
(HomeLife),  and  Christians 
seeking  a  healthy  lifestyle 
(Christian  Health). 


Additionally,  the  depart¬ 
ment  produces  three  monthly 
devotional  guideS: 


Living  with  Teen-  BabyLife,  for  which  Emery  is 

P\  agers  —  Parent  also  editor-and-chief,  is  a  new 

I  Ministry  Leadership  arrival  from  the  magazine 

I  Edition  offers  several  department.  First  published  in 

I  regular  sections  that  September  2000,  the  magazine  is 

J  t^^n  help  youth  a  special  edition  of  ParentLife. 

ministers  "Because  of  the  significance 
understand  of  the  birth  of  a  child  and  the 
j  and  minis-  window  of  opportunity  we 

I  ter  to  par-  have  to  influence.eager  parents 

ents.  Phil  in  how  to  parent  their  oabies, 

Briggs,  a  pro-  we  desired  an  entire  special 

lessor  at  issue  of  ParentLife  magcizine  to 

Southwestern  meet  the  heeds  of  new  par- 
Seminary,  ents,"  Emery  said. 

writes  a  Christian  Health  "is  a  trust- 
worthy  new  magazine  for 
believers  who  want  to  live  a 
healthy,  Christ-honoring  life  but 
caught  in  the  blur  of  a  hectic 
lifestyle  pace,"  Wilson  said. 

monthly 

column  to  ^ 

help 
ters 

stand  the  needs  ^ 

of  parents  and 
how  those  needs 
impact  youth  min- 
istry  programs. 

The  magazine  also 

_  offers  advice  about  ongo-  For  a  quick  overview  of 
ing  parent  ministrjT  from  LifeWav  magazines,  go  to: 
Doug  Fields,  pastor  to  stu-  h^://www.Iifeway.com/chri 
dents  at  Saddleback  stiansingle/dfmd_portal.htm. 
Community  Church  in  Lake  To  order  a  magazine,  send 
Forest,  Calif.  It  provides  a  dis-  an  e-mail  to  subscribe@life- 
cussion  comer  revolving  off  a  way.com. 
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"Having  served  as  a  youth 
minister,  I  Know  the  inad^ua- 
cy  I  felt  in  trying  to  help  parents 
improve  their  parenting  skills," 
said  Joy  Emeiy,  editor-in-chief 
of  Living  witn  Teenagers  — 
Parent  Ministry  Leadership 
Edition.  "There  was  no  way 
that  I  could  really  know  the 


Broadcasters  cut  NAE  ties 

DALLAS  (Bn  —  The  board  of  the  National  Religious 
Broadcasters  (Nw)  voted  unanimously  Feb.  9  to  formally 
end  its  relationship  with  the  National  Association  of 
Evangelki^  (NAE),  an  organization  tiiat  recentiy  be^ui  a 
dialogue  vAtii  tiie  National  Council  of  Churdies  (mZC). 

Bdaidn|(M|iis  voted  81-0  to  cut  alt  ties,  cooumuucationa 
ditei^AiCiiiaw^aaid.  Since  1944,  tiie  Christian  conservi#ve 
Vimi  been  al^ted.  witii  fbe  IMdnal 


BAPTISTS 


BABYLIFE  TEAM  —  The  team  working  on  BabyLife  magazine 
includes  (from  left)  Cindy  Lutz,  Nancy  Comeaux,  Jeff  Large,  and  edi- 
tor-in-chief  Joy  Emery.  (Photo  by  Morris  Abernathy) 


Fragments  of  Scud  or  Patriot  missiles  from  the  Gulf  War  strike  the 
home  of  Southern  Baptist  workers  Ray  and  Suzanne  Altman  in  the  Baptist 
Village,  a  conference  center  in  Petah  Tiqva,  Israel.  The  complex  is  about 
eight  miles  from  an  urban  area  repeatedly  struck  by  Iraqi  Scud  missiles. 


In  tfie  midst  of  what  he  called  "volatile  times,"  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  President  Bailey  Smith  opens  conversations  with  rival  fac¬ 
tions  within  the  nation's  largest  protestant  denomination.  "1  want  to  be  a 
unifier  ...  I  don't  want  to  be  divisive,"  Smith  said. 


Trusti 
on  State 

alleviate  a  critical  shortage  of  beds  at  the  hospital,  is  also  unanimously 
endorsed  by  the  hospital's  staff. 


tion  of  a  70-bed  annex  to  the  Baptist  Hospital 
cost  of  $275,000.  The  expansion,  design^  to 
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Abortion 
transport  ban 
reintroduced 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  — 
Legislation  protecting  parental 
rights  when  an  underage, 
pregnant  girl  is  considering 
abortion  in  another  state  has 
been  reintroduced  in  the  U.S. 
House  of  Representatives. 

The  Child  Custody 
Protection  Act  would  make  it  a 
crime  for  an  adult  to  transport 
a  minor  to  another  state  for  an 
abortion  without  a  parent's 
involvement  when  the  state  in 
which  the  girl  lives  requires 
eitUPP  parental  notification  or 
consent  before  such  a  proce¬ 
dure.  The  bill  would  enable 

f)arents  to  sue  those  who  vio- 
ate  the  law. 

The  House  easily  adopted 
the  bill  in  1998  and  1999,  but 
the  measure  died  in  the  Senate 
both  times.  In  both  years,  the 
Clinton  White  House  refused 
to  endorse  the  legislation  as 
passed  by  the  House. 

Opponents  of  the  bill  have 
ai^u^  in  part  it  will  cause 
girls  to  obtain  unsafe  abortions 
in  order  to  avoid  informing 
their  parents  or  seeking  a  judi¬ 
cial  bypass. 


Women's  ministry  responding  to  'hunger' 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
"Froo-fixx)"  will  only  get  you  so 
far.  That's  what  Cnns  Adams, 
women's  enrichment  specialist  at 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
says  about  women's  ministry. 

Gone  are  the  days  when 
women's  ministry  simply 
meant  feel-good  fellowships 
and  exchanging  recipes.  Women 
in  today's  lurches  are  hungry 
for  something  else  —  knowmg 
Christ,  growmg  in  his  service, 
and  loving  his  Word,  she  said. 

Women's  ministries  are 

f  rowing  daily,  said  Adams  who 
elieves  it's  God's  doing. 

JTt's  a  movement  of  God," 
she  said.  "That's  the  only  expla¬ 
nation.  We  can't  deny  it. 
Women  are  so  hungry  to  per¬ 
sonally  be  in  the  Word  of  God. 
It's  a  hunger  we've  not  seen  in 
this  magmtude." 

Adams  believes  the  hunger 
by  women  to  know  God  per¬ 
sonally  is  growing  exponential¬ 
ly  because  women  leaders  in 
the  churches  are  reaching  out  to 
them  and  attempting  to  meet 
their  unique  needs. 

"Women  need  godly  women 
as  role  models,"  Adams  said. 
"We  see  women  with  a  heart  to 
reach  other  women,  to  help 
them  grow  and  have  their  lives 
spiritually  transformed." 

Reaching  out  to  other  women 
is  one  of  the  areas  LifeWay's 
women's  enrichment  ministry 
lifts  up  through  various 


resources  and  leadership  events. 
Adams,  with  the  cooperation  of 
the  Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU)  and  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB),  encour¬ 
ages  the  use  of  mentoring,  edu¬ 
cation,  and  missions. 

The  "Woman  to  Woman" 
mentoring  guide  published  by 
LifeWay  is  just  one  example  of 
what  is  available  for  women 
interested  in  starting  a  ministry 
in  their  own  churches. 

More  important  than  just 
starting  a  women's  ministry  is 
sustaining  it,  Adams  said. 

"It  all  goes  back  to  seeing 
women's  lives  become  trans¬ 
formed,  seeing  them  figure  out 
how  to  let  Jesus  have  every  lit¬ 
tle  part  of  their  hearts.  There's  a 
vision  to  affect  women  and 
those  around  them.  Everybody 
they  have  relationships  with 
will,  grow." 

Although  there  are  no  hard 
and  fast  rules  to  initiating  a 
women's  ministry,  Adams 
offered  a  plan  for  women  who 
feel  such  a  call  to  do  so. 

"Get  on  your  knees,"  she 
said.  "The  firet  step  has  to  be 
prayer  so  that  the  woman  is  in 
touch  with  God.  Find  out 
where  God  is  moving." 

She  also  encouraged  women 
who  feel  this  calling  to  share 
their  vision  with  their  pastors 
or  other  stciff  members,  asking 
them  also  to  pray  about  the 
vision  and  give  feedback  about 
the  needs  or  the  church. 


Potenhal  leaders 
in  women's  min¬ 
istry  should  deter¬ 
mine  the  purpose  of 
their  particular  min¬ 
istry  and  continual¬ 
ly  assess  the  needs 
of  the  women  in  the 
church. 

How?  "Just  ask 
them,"  Adams  said. 

LifeWay's 
women's  enrich¬ 
ment  ministry 
explores  these 
stages  of  develop¬ 
ment  in  its  training 
sessions  and 

resources,  Adams 
said. 

Adams  said 
women's  ministry 
leaders  need  to 
keep  their  fingers 
on  the  pulse  of  the 
women  in  their 
churches,  while 
keeping  their  eyes 
on  me  vision  for  the 
■unistry. 

"Look  down  the 
road  five  to  10  years  GROWING  MINISTRY  —  Chris  Adams, 
and  get  a  vision  for  women's  enrichment  ministry  specialist  with 
where  God  wants  LifeWay  Christian  Resources,  answers  a  ques- 
you  to  be.  What  do  tion  during  a  session  of  the  Women's 
you  need  to  do  now  Leadership  Consultation  held  Feb.  10-12  at 
to  get  you  there?  Southwestern  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth.  (BP 
What  will  it  take?  photo  by  Bryan  Murley) 

Continual  assess - 

ment  and  re-evaluation  is  the  Chris.Adams@lifeway.com, 
key,"  she  said.  and  her  phone  number  is  (615) 

Adams'  e-mail  address  is  251-2810. 


Consultation  teaches  women  to  share  lives,  faith 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Women  in  min¬ 
istry  who  pour  themselves  out  in  prayer, 
personal  testimony,  and  in  the  investment 
of  relationships  will  be  richly  rewarded. 


'Just  pray,'  Moms-in-Touch  leader  urges 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Christians  get  so  bogged  down  in  the  questions  of  prayer  that  tiiew 
don't  pray.  Fern  Ni^ols  told  women  ministry  leaders  and  potential  leaders  at  me  Women's 
Leadership  Consultation  (WLC),  Feb.  8-10  at  New  Orleans  Senunary  (NOffTS).  She  listed  ttie 
qutttions  that  often  distract  the  woman  who  wants  to  pray:  "Do  I  have  enough  faith?  Am  I  sure 
all  my  sins  are  confess^?  I  haven't  realty  prayed  in  a  long  time;  will  God  really  l^ten  to  me?  Is  it 
really  God's  will?  Oh  fny  goodness,  just  pray!"  urged  Nichols,  president  and  founder  of  Moms- 
in-Touch,  International,  a  ministry  uniting  moms  to  meet  for  weekly  prayer  for  Aeir  children  and 
sdiools.  "Satan  wants  to  get  us  so  confused,  but  God  will  help  you  work  it  through  when  you  start 
to  pray,"  Nichols  continued,  stating  tiiat  women  must  resolve  to  pray.  "Even  wnm  you  dtm't  feel 
like  it,  pray.  Even  when  you  don't  understand  all  that  is  involved,  pray.  Even  when  you  don't  see 
ftie  oonsequences  you  expect,  pray." 

and  other  women  from  nationally  recognized  women's  ministries  spoke  to  more  ftum 
2(Xmomen  from  local  New  Odeanactovidhes  and  tqoinas  far  dcwayds  Utah  and  New 
for  fide  year's  annual  Souftiem  B^jl^^^iripafy-eponaoied  WLC.  This  year's  ftteme, 
die  life  of  a  woman  ...  poufed  ouWlwf  signifying  die  Utus  2:1 


women  to  reach  women,  was  piesented  in  in»irational  ploiaiy  sessions,  panel 
spechifized  workshops.  Chi66«t  wo|nen  today  have  tra  opportunity  to  faiftuenoe 


mrough  the  power  of  prayer  and 
of  New  Orleans'  Seamiary  Pm 
minfetry.  "It  k  such  a  |oy  to  see 
offien.  ^Noting  thaLa  pays  hidik 
tfe^wits  diey  se  being  fesikoned] 
sten  and  by  deckhms  ndber  dwut  i 
"VQty  pray?"  Nidiok  aksed  ‘ 
pray  Because  it  hHpgs  God  ^ 
the  pleases  God,'  Nki 

Second,  Christians  shouki  pci^ 
most  i^iorant  person  havepo^ 
nuffwk  his  followers  to  calTui 
should 


wnd  WLCcocBdinator  Rhonda  1 
and  N06T5  adjunct  professes  of^ 
oainftMd  to  prayer  and  sharing  the  love  of 
ifll^oit^  dian  the  glow,  Nichols  reminded 
f  persem  who  is  measined  by  priiKtyles  rather  dian  f 

*  — t  ■<  -r*-.  L 

before  giving  several  reasons.  Firs^  Chrisdamrahkidd 
^  Noting  Proverbs  15:8,  whkdi  HeM  kiat  die  prayer  df 
Jlkd  ktat  every  time  prayer  is  answered,  God  is 

lems  conunanded  dim  to  pnty.  Even  die  prayers  of  die 
pitted  out,  ddng  leipniaii  8:33  ki  whkh  God  com- 
and  He  will  show  dim  aiid_iiii^ty  thinn.  Thlid, 
hope,  she  said,  nodttfM  in  Hebrews  11  GodsinM 
Fourdv  CbrkdMins  ilkfefct  yagy  |o  have  felloiv^iib  km 

ifetd. 


said  speakers  aL.  this  year's  Women's 
Leadership  Consultation  (WLC),  Feb.  8-10 
at  New  Orleans  Seminary. 

With  the  theme,  "Share  Life:  the  life  of  a 

- ,  woman  ...  poured  out 

into  others,*'  signifying 
the  Titus  2  concept  m 
equipping  women  to 
reach  women.  New 
Orleans  area  women 
and  women  as  far 
away  as  Utah  and 
New  Hampshire 
learned  about  the  sig¬ 
nificant  roles  women 
play  in  ministering  to 
each  other. 

"God  is  using 
women  today  to  influ¬ 
ence  other  women  to 
him,"  said  WLC  coor¬ 
dinator  Rhonda  Kelley, 
wife  of  New  Orleans' 
Seminary  (NOBTS) 
President  Chuck  Kelley 
ajid  NOBTS  adjunct 
professor  of  women's 
ministty.  "As  examples 
of  Christ,  we  can  touch 
the  lives  of  women  per¬ 
sonally  and  biblically." 

Hosted  annually  by 
one  of  the  six  seminar¬ 
ies  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention 
(Sfc),  WLC's  purpose 
is  to  bring  together 
women  leaders  m  the 
local  church  involved 
in  women's  ministries 
and  missions.  Women 
from  SBC  ministries 


were  present  to  network,  lead  workshops, 
and  introduce  new  materials. 

Vicki  Courtney,  foimder  and  editor-in- 
chief  of  Virtuous  Reality,  an  Internet-based 
ministry  to  college  women,  shared  the  tes¬ 
timony  of  how  God  led  her  from  being  a^ 
self-described  feminist  in  college  to  being  a 
nationally  recognized  Christian  women's 
ministry  speaker. 

Explaining  that  she  became  a  Christian 
during  her  junio^ear  at  the  University  of 
Texas  in  Austin,  Courtney  shared  how  she 
observed  the  "crossroads"  many  college 
women  face  and  how  the  Lord  eventually 
led  her  to  start  a  conference-based  mentor¬ 
ing  ministry  and  an  online  magazine  to 
expose  women  to  the  Christian  worldview. 

Sharing  her  testimony  has  helped  count¬ 
less  other  women  also  to  be  encouraged  to 
pursue  the  vision  that  God  has  placed  on 
their  hearts,  Courtney  said.  She  has  found 
1  Thess.  2:8  to  be  true: '*We  loved  you  so  much 
that  we  were  delighted  to  share  with  you  not 
only  the  Gospel  of  God  but  our  lives  as  well." 

In  a  similar  way,  women  c^n  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  others'  lives  when  they  not  only 
share  the  gospel  but  pour  out  their  very 
lives  to  other  women,  Courtney  said. 

Janet  Thompson,  director  of  the 
"Woman  to  Woman"  mentoring  ministry 
of  Saddleback  Vallw  Community  Churen 
in  Lake  Forest,  CaliL,  taught  on  tne  impor¬ 
tance  of  investing  in  one  another's  fives 
through  mentoring. 

The  next  WLC,  with  the  tiieme  "Holiness: 
Making  ftie  Faith  in  Your  Heart  the  Faith  of 
Your  Life,"  will  be  at  Southeastern  Seminary 
in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  Jan.  31-Feb.  2,  2002. 
Persons  interested  in  receiving  information 
can  contact  Jan  Gold  at'  Southeeistem 
Seminaty  at  (919)  556-3101,  ext.  344,  or  e-mail 
magnoli^lI@sebts.edu. 
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A  Cold  Church 

Have  you  ever  worshipped  in 
cm 


a  cold  church?  I'm  not  talking 
about  the  kind  of  coldness  that  is 
measured  by  degrees  of 
Fahrenheit  or  Celsius.  I  mean  a 
really  cold  church  where  the  spir¬ 
itual  atmosphere  is  icy.  It  is  the 
kind  of  atmosphere  that  is  so 
chilly  you  can  actually  feel  it.  It's 
not  that  the  church  folks  don't 
welcome  people  —  it's  that  they  welcome 
people  so  reluctantly!  Of  course,  that  could 
be  simply  because  thw  got  stuck  on  that 
committee  and  would  feel  embarrassed  not 
to  speak  to  you. 

It  is  also  not  that  the  folks  in  that  "cold" 
church  do  not  sing.  Regardless  of  whether 
it's  hymns  or  choruses,  they  just  seem  to 
sing  with  so  little  (or  no)  enthusiasm.  Even 
when  they  use  their  voice,  there  is  not  a 
twinkle  in  their  eye  about  the  great  truths 
of  which  they  sing.  It  is  also  not  that  the 
preacher  does  not  preach,  or  even  deliver  a 
good  sermon.  Yet,  in  the  context  of  the  ser¬ 
vice,  it  is  fairly  easy  to  see  and  sense  that 
people  are  not  receiving  what  is  being  said 
—  because  it  is  cold! 

On  New  Year's  Eve,  2001,  many  of  us 
started  getting  snow.  On  New  Year's  Day 
there  was  a  blanket  of  white  snow  across 
central  and  south  Mississippi.  It  was  beauti¬ 
ful!  It  was  the  introduction  to  a  week  of 
extreme  cold.  The  days  were  below  freezing 
and  the  nights  were  m  the  teens  with  wind 
chills  in  the  single  digits.  The  result  was  that 
ponds,  puddles,  and  streams  were  so  cold, 
for  so  long,  that  they  froze  over.  The  folks 
up  north  are  used  to  that  kind  of  thing,  but 
here  in  Mississippi  our  cold  spells  are  so 
quickly  followed  by  warm  spells  that  we 
rarely  see  much  ice  on  our  lakes  and  ponds. 


‘Directi 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Almost  a  week  later,  after  the  snow  and 
the  last  of  the  arctic  cold  passed,  the  tem- 

geratures  got  back  up  in  the  60's  and  one 
aturday,  six  days  after  the  snow  and  cold, 
I  went  out  for  an  afternoon 


able.  In  addition,  there  seems  to 
be  a  sense  in  which  people, 
whose  hearts  get  cold  towards 
God,  hide  in  the  shadows  so  that 
they  will  not  be  touched  by  the 
warmth  of  the  Son. 

As  I  thought  about  cold 
churches  1  was  reminded,  just 
from  a  personal  standpoint,  that 
there  had  been  a  number  of  times 
when  it  was  not  the  church  that 
was  so  cold,  but  it  was  me!  Have 
you  ever  been  in  a  room  where  everybody 
seemed  to  be  fine  and  adjusted  to  the 
atmosphere,  yet  you  were  chilled  to  the 
bone?  You  wondered  if  you  were  getting 
sick,  or  if  you  had  a  fever,  and  then  you 


went  out  for  an  afternoon  jog  in  the 
spring-like  weather.  The  warm  sun  was  began  to  realize  there  really  was  sometKing 
beaming  dowm  and  it  was  such  a  beautiful  wrong  with  you.  That  happens  in  churches 


day,  so  invigorating  after  the  week  we  had 
just  been  through.  Even  though  the  tem¬ 
perature  was  in  the  mid-60's,  I  began  to 
notice  that  there  was  still  ice  in  streams  and 
puddles  of  water  alongside  the  road.  It  was 
certainly  warm  enough  to  melt  the  snow 
and  ice,  but  there  it  was  —  lingering  on. 

I  wondered  how  and  why  this  could  be. 
As  I  slowly  moved  along  and  observed  dif¬ 
ferent  ice  patches,  two'  things  began  to  come 
into  focus.  First,  the  ice  that  rejnained  was 
still  there  because  it  had  stayed  cold  for  so 
long,  and  the  ice  had  become  so  thick  that  it 
could  withstand  the  warmth.  The  other 
thing,  in  every  case,  that  contributed  to  the 
ice  remaining  was  that  it  was  in  the  shade. 
There  the  ice  was,  hidden  from  the  sun,  in 
the  shadows,  and  so  it  remained  frozen. 

I  have  observed  those  same  true  ele¬ 
ments  in  churches  that  are  cold  and  stay 
that  way.  Sometimes  they  have  been 


way.  sometimes  tney  nave  been  so 
cold,  for  so  long,  that  it  nas  become  the 
only  atmosphere  they  know.  The  cold  is  so  penetrated  the  place  and  warmed  up  the 
thick  and  fixed  that  it  seems  to  be  unalter-  nearts  through  you! 


and  in  our  spiritual  walk.' It  is  not  always 
the  "other"  folks  that  are  cold-hearted  —  it 
may  well  be  us! 

One  final  thought  about  cold  churches. 
I'm  not  sure  that  the  Lord  has  called  us 
and  gifted  us  with  the  spiritual  capacity  to 
go  around  telling  who  is  cold  and  who  is 
not,  and  who  is  hot  and  who  is  not.  It 
seems  to  me  that  Jesus  did  not  call  us  into 
the  ministry  of  being  thermometers  so 
much  as  he  called  us  to  be  thermostats. 
Sometimes  when  we  are  accusing  a 
church,  a  congregation,  or  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple  of  being  cold,  we  may  be  saying  a  great 
deal  about  ourselves  —  that  we  are  not  so 
hot  either! 

The  solution  is  to  let  the  Lord  warm  you, 
melt  you  down,  use  you  as  he  wants  to, 
and  you  may,  just  possibly,  have  a  warm¬ 
ing  impact  on  those  around  you.  When 
that  happens,  the  church  will  no  longer  be 
cold  b^ause  the  warmth  of  our  Lord  has 


Congo  turmoil  delaying  workers'  entrance 


KINSHASHA,  Congo  (BP)  — 
Despite  unrest  in  the  Ctemocratic 
Republic  of  the  Congo  (DRC), 
formerly  known  as  Zaire, 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
still  hope  to  enter  the  countr\'  for 
the  first  time  since  1W2. 

DRC  President  Laurent 
Kabila  was  assassinated  Jan.  lb 
b\  one  of  his  own  bodyguards. 
With  all  modes  of  transport  in 
and  out  of  the  country  shut 


down  and  a  gov'emment  in  tur¬ 
moil,  International  Mission 
Board  (IMB)  missionaries 
Rusty  and  Debbie  Pugh  and 
Michael  Hamline  w'ere  not  sure 
if  they  would  ever  mo\'e  from 
their  Viome  in  Nairobi,  Kenya, 
to  Kinshasa. 

"Things  stvm  to  be  settling 
down  now,"  Kustv  said. 
"Kabila's  son,  Joseph,  has  been 
sworn  in  as  the  new  president 


IMB  VOLUNTEER  OPPORTUNITY 


China  o’’ 
Mongolia 


Summer  i 


Christians  are  urgentiy 
needed  to  teach 
Engiish  for  ft  weeks 

It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  teacher 
by  profession.  All  the  training 
required  is  provided.  Cost  includes 
Los  Angeleiiurentation. 

Can  Today:  800-809-4637 


and  the  government  has  made  a 
big  effort  to  welcome  foreign¬ 
ers.  The  foreign  minister  said  he 
hoped  many  foreigners  would 
continue  to  allow  the  Congo  to 
be  their  second  country." 

The  three  missionarit's  origi¬ 
nally  planned  to  enter  the 
country  and  start  their  ministry 
Jan.  25.  Now  plans  are  on  hold 
in  hopes  that  the  country  settles 
down  e\  en  more. 

Despite  the  unrest,  Christian 
influence  in  the  country  is  grow¬ 
ing.  Citizens  enjov  frivdom  of 
religion.  The  Operation  World 
prayer  guide  estimates  the  pop¬ 
ulation  as  42.1"..  Catholic,  36 "<> 
Protestant  (including  21"'<.  evan¬ 
gelical),  1.4‘^.  Muslim  and  2.7’.. 
traditional  religion. 

On  trips  in  and  out  of  the 
Congo,  the  Pughs  have  seen  a 


^  Reduced  Cest! 
Chine:  $3,590 
MongoHi:  $3390 


MAMn 


MS  Positions  Available 


PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC 
NEEDED  for  growing  church  in 
Reservoir  area.  Send  resume  to:  FBC 
Fannin,  101  Church  Road,  Brandon, 
MS  39047.  Call  (601)  829-1004, 
RICHBURG  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  in 
search  of  a  part-time  minister  of  youth. 
Please  send  resume  to  Richburg  Baptist 
Church,  ATTN:  Youth  Search 
Committee,  72  Sandy  Run  Road, 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  DURANT, 
MISS.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  Send  resume  to  Rev. 
Dan  Watts,  132  W.  Mulberry  Street, 
DuranE,  MS  39063.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  the  church- at  (662)  653-3105. 


tremendous  growth  and  com¬ 
mitment  in  the  Congolese 
Christians.  They  work  with  a 
leader  whose  congregation  has 
started  12  new  churcn- 
es.  The  Pughs  plan  to 
train  local  Christian 
leaders  in  evangelism 
and  Bible  schixtls. 

"E\ervone  knows 
that  in  the  fairlv  near 
future  the  missionaries 
will  be  forced  out 
again,"  Rustv  Pugh 
said.  "  Ihat's  why  it  is 
-SO  important  for  the 
leaders  to  be  trained  in 
starting  their  own 
churches. 

"Our  future  in  the 
Congo  is  always  going 
to  be  'iffy'  at  best,"  he 
said.  "We  can  always 
use  prayers  for  our 
safety,  but  the 
Congolese  need  your 
prayers  for  daily  suste¬ 
nance,"  Pugh  said. 

They  need  to  feel 
God's  comfort  in  the 
midst  of  this  turmoil," 
he  added. 


IMB  won't 
require  BF&M 
affirmation 

AUGUSTA,  Ga.  (ABP)  — 
Nearly  5,000  Southern  Baptist 
international  missionaries 
won't  be  forced  to  sign  their 
denomination's  new  faith  state¬ 
ment  but  must  commit  to  work¬ 
ing  "in  accordance  with  and 
not  contrary  to"  its  teachings." 

International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  trustees  voted  Jan.  24  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  to  "wholeheart¬ 
edly"  affirm  the  Baptist  Faith 
and  Message  as  revised  by  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
last  June  as  the  "standard  for 
carrying  out  the  programs  and 
ministries"  of  the  155-year-old 
agency  based  in  Richmond,  Va. 

The  board  declined,  how¬ 
ever,  to  end  its  tradition  of 
requiring  missionaries  to  carry 
out  their  responsibilities  "in 
accordance  with  and  not  con¬ 
trary  to"  the  confessional  doc¬ 
ument  even  if  they  disagree 
with  minor  points. 


Rusty  Pugh 


Debbie  Pugh 


New  &  Used  Model  Bus  Clearance 


1 

1983 

Orion 

41  pas.senger 

Detroit  Diesel 

$  7«)0.00 

1 

1988 

Champion 

22  pa&senger 

Ford  460  Gas 

$  8.500.00 

1 

1999 

Blue  Bird 

45  passenger 

Cummins  Diesel 

$994)00.00 

1 

2001 

Blue  Bird 

35  passenger 

Cummins  Diesel 

$92,9624)0 

2 

2000 

Blue  Bird 

45  passenger 

Cummins  Diesel 

$1054)004)0 

IVansportation  South,  Inc. 

800-367-9463  or  205-663  ABUS" 
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VBS  effort  pays  dividends  for  entire  church 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 


VBS  THEME  —  Truth 
Trackers  is  the  theme  for  2001 
Vacation  Bible  School  (VBS) 
programs  across  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  For  more 
information  on  2001  VBS,  see 
editor's  note  at  right. 


Vacation  Bible  School  (VBS) 
has  proven  to  be  one  of  the 
most  effective  outreach  and 
Bible  study  tools  available  to 
the  local 
church.  Just 
ask  the  mem¬ 
bership  of 
Harmony 
Hill  Church 
in  Burnsville  if  VBS 
makes  a  difference. 

Pastor  Jackie 
Taylor  and  his  wife 
Ella  moved  to 
Burnsville  from 
Alabama  just  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  years  ago. 

"I've  been  directing 
Vacation  Bible  Schools  for 
27  years,"  Ella  said.  "Harmony 
Hill  hadn't  held  a  VBS  in  years, 
but  the  year  before  we  arrived 
they  enrolled  70  kids.  They 


thought  that  was  great.  I  told 
them  to  get  ready  —  we  were 
going  to  do  better." 

Burnsville  is  a  community  of 
about  1,000  people  located  mid¬ 
way  between  Corinth  and  luka. 
Harmony  Hill  Church,  as  befit¬ 
ting  the  name,  is  perched  on  a 
knoll  next  to  a  cemetery  and  an 
apartment  complex.  Ella  states 
that  the  church  has  192  people 
enrolled  in  Sunday  ^hool, 
with  95-100  people  t^ically  in 
attendance. 

So  it's  no  small  feat  that  last 
year's  VBS  enrolled  301  kids. 
About  the  same  number  were 
enrolled  in  1999. 

How  did  they  do  that?  "1 
call  it  the  three  P's,"  said  Ella, 
"prayer,  promotion,  and 
pr^aration." 

Everything  the  church  does 
in  conjunction  with  VBS  is 
bathed  in  prayer,  she  said. 
"That's  the  single  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  we  can  do." 


Next  is  promotion.  "This  is 
how  we  manage  to  reach  so^ 
many,"  Ella  said.  "We  don't  hold 
anytmng  back  in  promotion.  We 
use  all  me  free  outlets  we  <^,  in 
the  paper  and  on  radio.  use 
signs,  flyers,  and  parades.  We'll 
make  posters,  have  contests 
among  the  children,  and  promote 
through  children's  church." 

"Ano^r  key  is  early  plan¬ 
ning,"  Eua  said.  "1  get  the  early 
bird  kit  and  get  excited  myself 
before  1  start  enlisting  workers.  1 
give  people  a  chance  to  volun¬ 
teer  first  refore  1  approach  peo¬ 
ple  personally."  She  uses  records 
from  the  previous  year  and 
Sunday  Scnool  rolls  to  find 
workers. 

Ella  makes  a  detailed  folder 
with  materials  and  information 
for  each  worker  and  gets  all  the 
materials  to  workers  two  weeks 
before  the  VBS  clinic.  "That 
way,  they  can  better  understand 
what  they  learn  at  the  clinic." 


Just  for  the  Record 


Cornerstone  celebration 
was  held  at  First  Church, 
Tutwiler,  Sept.  24.  "The  corner¬ 
stone  (time  capsule)  was 
opened  and  the  memorabilia 
was  examined,  as  planned  in 
1951  when  the  church  was 
built.  The  memorabilia  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  on  display  at  the 
church  and  will  soon  be 
returned  to  the  cornerstone," 
said  J.  B.  Hays  Jr.,  pastor.  The 
guest  speaker  was  Rocky 
Henriques  of  Jackson. 


Weekend  Oasis  for  Women 
will  be  held  on  ^arch  2,  6-9 
p.m.,  at  First  Church,  Ocean 
Springs.  Special  fellowship  and 
music  will  begin  at  5:30  p.m. 
The  keynote  speaker  will  be 
Janet  Pope  of  Hattiesburg.  For 
additional  information,  contact 
Leigh  Coleman,  women's 
enrichment  ministry  of  First 
Church,  at  (228)  875^532. 

Parkway  Church,  Houston, 
sponsored  a  wild  game  supper 
and  sportsmen's  training  semi- 
_nar  on  Jan.  20  with  David 
Fortenberry  and  Gene  Hoyt  from 
Outdoor  Evangelism.  There  were 
six  professions  of  faith  with  130 
men  and  boys  in  attendance. 
Gregg  Thomas  is  pastor. 

George  and  Greene  associa¬ 
tions  held  its  23rd  annual 
Baptist  Men's  Banquet  a’t  First 
Church,  Lucedale.  David 
Fortenberry  and  Gene  Hoyt  of 
Outdoor  Evangelism  presented 


the  program.  "Out  of  the  300 
men  present  for  the  banquet, 
there  were  four  professions  of 
faith  and  28  reded ications," 
said  John  Henry,  associational 
missions  director. 

Mt.  Zion  Church, 
Brookhaven,  hosted  Heaven's 
Gates,  Hell's  Flames,  Jan.  14-17, 
with  over  1,800  in  attendance 
and  192  decisions  for  Christ. 
The  church  baptized  56  people 
on  Sunday,  Feb.  4. 


The  clinic  is  a  must,  she  states. 
"You  learn  so  much  from  the 
other  people  there,"  Ella  said. 

Ella  meets  with  her  workers 
about  three  times  before  VBS. 
By  doing  that,  she  says,  she  can 
get  everyone  on  board  with 
what's  happening.  Then,  a  week 
before  the  school,  she  and  her 
workers  have  a  preparation  day. 

Because  of  the  size  of 
Harmony*  Hill's  VBS,  their 
church  building  can't  accom¬ 
modate  all  the  students.  The 
church  secures  three  large  tents, 
and  uses  a  local  park  for  recre¬ 
ation.  Their  school  is  held  in  the 
evenings  from  6-9  p.m. 

Other  positive  touches  include 
having  meals  provided  each 
evening  for  the  workers  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  me  refreshments  served  to 
the  children.  Ella  cdso  writes  a 
personal  letter  to  every  parent  of 
every  child,  inviting  them  to  fam¬ 
ily  n^t. 

VdS  seems  to  be  having  an 
impact  on  the  life  of  the  church 
as  a  whole. 

"This  past  Wednesday,  we 
had  62  children  in  mission  activ¬ 
ities,"  Ella  said.  "We  give  God 
the  glory  for  all  that  hes  ddne." 

Editor's  Note:  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  Vacation  Bible  School  in 
Mississippi,  contact  Linda  Reeves 
in  the  Mississippi  .  Baptist 
Convention  Board's  Sunday 
School  Department  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone  (601)  292-3294  or  toll- 
free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  294.  E-mail: 
lreeves@mbcb.org. 


First  Church,  Vardaman,  held  note  burning  services  on  Dec.  3.  The 
church  paid  the  note  on  a  7,0(X)-square-foot  multi-purpose  building 
that  includes  fellowship  hall,  half<ourt  gym,  and  Sunday  School 
rooms.  Building  committee  members  are  jim  Blue,  jerry  Flamilton, 
"Chick"  Martin,  Annette  Logan,  Peggy  Skinner,  Zilla  Spencer,  and  Ray 
Sutherland.  (Not  all  members  are  shown  in  the  picture.)  John  j.  Adams 
is  chairman  of  deacons.  Dale  Easley  is  pastor. 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 

Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


PRICE  HARRIS 

MUSIC  EVAN(;i:i.lSM 
43H  Mars^  ' 
Shrcvtptm,  LA  71  FOb 
(318)  347-4370 
(318)  687-0384 
Phea2@aol.tom 
llttp://wH-w.dcw.nel/phea 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
'Price  Karris  is  not  only  an  excellent  musi¬ 
cian,  he  is  an  exceptional  person.  Ke  is 
real!  Kis  warm  spirit  and  pleasant  per¬ 
sonality  are  evidences  of  the  fact  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  lives  in  his  life.  Without  ques¬ 
tion  you  would  beneru  by  having  him  in 
your  church.' 

Dr.  lohn  Sullivan 
Executive  Director 
Florida  Baptist  Convention 


Open  Dates  for  2(X)1 
June  17.  24 
July  1.  8,  22,  29 
Sept.  23,  30 
Oaober  7,21,28 
November  1 1  (Sunday 
only),  25 

December  2  (Sunday 
only),  9,  16,  23,  30 

^ail  aboia  200^!  ' 
Commined  to  the  Church!! 


CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  AL. 
1-800-830-0583. 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
for  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
Glassworks,  Inc.  1-800-605-2970. 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  Featuring  6 
to  1 5  passenger  vans,  customized  and 
panel  vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates. 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  (601) 
948-3391.  Since  1965. 

INTERIOR  ELEMENTS  STAINED 
CLASS  STUDIO:  Custom  church  win¬ 
dows.  Columbus  -  toll  free  1  (877) 
477-1899. 

ALLEN  MDS-40-S  DIGITAL  ORGAN. 

3-manual  with  drawknobs.  Six  years 
old.  Four  finished  speakers.  45  speak¬ 
ing  stofK,  55  rank  equivalent.  Expander 
II  and  Smart  recorder.  Perfect  condi¬ 
tion.  $28,500.  Contact  Jim  or  Susan 
Link  @(601)  264-21 16. 

FOR  SALE:  51  church  pews  and  pulpit 
furniture.  Pews  are  1 3  feet  long.  Cost 
$4,995.00.  Call  (601)  763-7571. 
RESUMES  REQUESTED  for  FBC 
Zachary,  La.  Pastor  retiring.  Send 
resume  to  FBC,  c/o  Sam  Johnson,  P.O. 
Box  593,  Zachary,  LA  70791. 
Minimum  of  5  years  pastoral  experi¬ 
ence  required. 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY  BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION  (Tennessee)  is  taking 
resumes  for  Director  of  Missions.  Send 
resumes  postmarked  on  or  before 
February  28  to  Lawrence  County 
Associafion  of  Baptists,  2427  Hyvy  43 
South,  tTOrria,  tf^'38468. 


SEEKING  DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH 
DEVELOPMENT/GROWTH.  Send 
resumes  to;  Golden  Triangle  Baptist 
Association,  2750  IH  10  East 
Beaumont,  TX  77703. 

FOR  SALE:  Forty-six  choir  robes,  $35 
each.  Forty-five  red  choir  dresses 
designed  by  Praise  Hymn  Fashions  (like 
new),  $30  each.  Sixty-two  church  pews 
(12  foot  and  16  foot  long).  Church 
sound  system  (Peavey)  including  equip¬ 
ment  rack,  $2(X)0  (662)  226-5316. 
SUPER  GRACE  BEACH  HOUSE  for 
rent.  Excellent  for  staff  retreats  or  fami¬ 
ly  vacations.  Four  bedrooms  plus  pull 
out  sofa,  2  1/2  bath,  large  screen 
porch,  locatc'd  in  a  private  subdivision 
at  the  beach  at  Fort  Morgan,  Ala.  Call 
Allan  or  Linda  Rankin  and  we  will  e- 
mail  photos.  (888)  784-4025. 
FULL-TIME  STUDENT  MINISTER 
POSITION.  New  Chapel  Hill  Baptist 
Church,  West  Monroe,  La.  Please  fax 
resume  to  (318)  396-1004  or- e-mail 
nch@lwol.com. 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  -  sleeps  six. 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  free  or  5  nights,  6th  and 
7th  free.  Free  coffee,  tea,  and  cocoa. 
$100.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return 
trip.  Accommodates  large  gtxxjps.  Call 
early  for  reservations  (662)  746-4632. 
FOR  SALE:  1987  Ford  Bus;  32  passen¬ 
ger;  V-8  engine;  $8500.00.  Contact 
(601)  732-2441. 

CHRISTIAN  SOLOIST  open  for 
engagements.  Songs  of  today  and  yes¬ 
terday.  No  set  price,  freewill  offering. 
Recording  artist.  (662)  869-8697.' 
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Dur  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  ygn>h^  whisp' 
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our  Post,  Present  and  Future 


Challenge  to  Build  has  a  SO-year  history  of  assisting 
Mississippi  Baptist  diurches  to  reach  a  new  level  of  giving, 
and  has  raised  $32,308346  from  1990-2000. 


Mississippi  Baptist 

2001  Christian  Education  Clinic 

(foimeriy  Church  Weekday  Education  Clinic) 

FBC,  Jackson  March  17, 2001 

Cost:  Registration  fee  $16  (advance  registration  required) 
Schedule:  7:30  -  Registration 

10-10:30  aju.  -  Brunch 
12:30  p.m.  -  Dismissed 


Your  church  CAN  reach  its  goal: 

Debt  Retirement 

•  New  Worship  Center 
•  Family  Life  Center 
A  •  Educational  Buildings 
-  M\  •  Other  Projects 


A  cost-shared  program  offered  by  the 
Missias^^  ^ptist  Convention  Board 
k  Stewardship  Departmmt 

CbOtact  Jerry  Mixon,  Stewardship 
^  Dtector,  601-292-3347  or 
l-BOO-748-1651,  ext.  347 


Classes  of  special  interest  to  teachers  in  Christian  Schools,  Kindergartens, 
Mothers'  Day  Out,  Day  Care  Learning  Centers,  and  parents  who  home 
school  The  Mississippi  Private  School  Association  accredits  all  classes  for 
Continuing  Education  Units  and  the  Mississippi  State  Department  of  Health 
accredits  for  required  staff  development. 


Presenters  include:  _ 

•  Larry  Dry^.lafcWay  ^ 

“Nashville" 

•  Linda  R.  Fowler 

Maryland/Delaware 
Baptist  Convention 

•  Don  Hicks,  Mississippi  Baptist 

Ccmvention 

•  Judy  Hicks,  Clintcm 

•  June  Holland,  Maiyland/Delaware 

Baptist  Convention 

•  Mary  Ann  Jacobs 

Hinds  Community  College 

•  Keith  May 

Hillcrest  Christian  School 

•  Kathy  Shows,  Madison 

•  Peggy  Ward,  Vicksburg 


Classes  include: 

”  •  Teaching  Infaiite  and  Ones 

•  Homemade  Games  &  Toys  1 

•  Bo(^  (Classes  are  few  various 

preschool  age  groups) 

•  Preschool  Art  (Classes  are  for 

various  preschool  age  groups) 

•  Preschool  Music  (Qasses  are  for 

various  preschool  age  groups) 

•  Elementary  Games  &  PE 
'  ■  (Grades  1-3  and  4-6) 

•  Creation  vs.  Evolution  (Grades  4-6) 

•  Web  Wise :-)  (Grades  1-6) 

•  Elementary  Classroom  Devotionals 

•  Ch^l  in  Christian  Schools 

•  And  many  more  (Call  to  be  m^ed  a 

full  listing) 


Mississippi  Baptist  Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Department 
I -800-748- 1651  or  968-3800  or  E-mail  dhicks@mbcb.org. 


GH  Fath«r/Daaght«r  Overnight 

April  6-7  Camp  Garaywa  $33  per  person 

(includes  meals,  lodging,  insurance,  and  program  fees) 


Qfl  pather/Daughter  Overnight 
Registration  Deodline:  March  23  ■ 


Parent’s  Name  _ 

Daughter’s  Name/Age  _ 

Address  _ 

City _ State _ 

Phone  Number _ (H) 

Church  Name _ Association 

Emergency  Contact:  Name _ 

Number  Attending _ x  $33  =  $_ 


Phone 


(total  enclosed) 


Please  remember  these  WMU  procedures: 

•  Please  mail  in  your  registration  form  with  payment. 
Reservations  may  not  be  made  by  phone. 

•  Groups  wishing  to  bunk  together  must  register  together. 
Whenever  possible,  please  send  one  check  for  the  entire  group. 

Make  checks  payable  to  MBCB  and  send  to 
Father/Daughter  Overnight,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


Baptist  Hymnals 

NEEDED  FOR  AFRICAN  SEMINARY 


The  only  seminary  in  Africa  offering  a  graduate  degree 
in  Church  Music  is  in  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria.  Currently  most 
African  church  choirs  sing  only  the  melody  of  hymns  from 
memory,  for  they  have  only  the  words  without.music. 

Jimmy  McCaleb,  Church  Music  Department  consultant, 
after  teaching  a  course  at  this  seminary,  has  a  burden  to  pro¬ 
vide  our  fellow  Baptist  musicians  in  Africa  with  copies  of  the 
1991  Baptist  Hymnal.  Their  choirs  could  then  proclaim  the 
theology  of  our  Baptist  faith  in  beautiful  four-part  harmony! 

You  can  help  with  a  financial  gift.  One  hymnal  is  $5.  A 
box  of  20  is  $100.  If  you  or  your  church  group  would  like  to 
parrticipate  in  this  ministry,  please  call  Jimmy 
McCaleb  at  601-292-3273, 1-800-748-1651  or  E-mail 
him  at  imccaleb@mbcb.org. 


Checks  may  be  made  out  to  the  ^ 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
and  mailed  to: 

Jimmy  McCaleb 
MB(3 
P.O.  Box  530 
Jackson,  MS  39205  ^ 


B€UTy  St.  Clair 

Jake  Gulledge 

July  1 6-20 

Mississippi  College  &  FBC.  Clinton 

Super  Summer  Mississippi  Is  for  the  student  who  is  a  mature 
and  responsible  leader  and  is  growing  tn  their  relationship  to 
Christ  Students  attending  Super  Summer  ^rend  approximately  20 
hours  In  disdplesh^  and  evangelism  training.  Students  are  led  in 
this  training  by  youth  leaders  from  across  die  state.  They  are  also 
challenged  and  equipped  to  utOize  dielr  talents  to  penetrate  their 
culture for  Christ  In  a  creative  and  effeettue  way.  Throughout 
Super  Summer,  students  are  encouraged  to  use  the freedom  they 
have  tn  Christ  to  change  their  world.  Don't  miss  out  on  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  be  part  Super  Summer  2001.  This  year's  camp  Is  July 
16-20  cmd  is  hM.  at  Mtsstssqrpi  College  curd  FBC.  Carton, 

For  more  Mo.  oonlBCl  ffw  Disdpleahip  and  Famly  Mnistry  Department 
1-800-748-1661  or601-96fr3800 


Parenting  Power  Lab 


Featuring  new  notebook  and  videos 
on  different  aspects  of  parenting 

•  written  by  Linda  R.  Fowler,  director  of  ministries 

for  MarylarKi  Baptist  Family  and  ChikJren’s  Senrices 
Linda  R.  Fowler  *  produced  by  Maryland/Delaware  Baptist  Convention 


j  Lab  Locations:  | 

7-9  p.m.,  Monday,  March  19  -  Bay  Vista  BC,  Biloxi  (228)  338-1 1 66  I 
7-9  p.m.,  Tuesday,  March  20  -  Ridgecrest  BC,  Madison  (601 )  853-1 090  ! 

I  8:30  a.m.,  Tuesday,  March  20  -  FBC,  Gulfport,  Parenting  Power  display  for  | 
I  the  area  senior  adult  rally  ; 


For  more  Mo,  contact  the  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  DepLat  1-800-748-1651  or  601- 


Sktk  Smgtn  JCeadenkip  JM 

March30&31  CentralHiUs 
Cost:  $30 

(includes  lodging  for  one  night,  three  meals  and  registrBtion) 


•  Ministers  responsible  for  singles  -  Ar(aren  Gifvon 

•  Singles  leadoship  (includes  Sunday  School  teachers)  -  Lorry  Gunter; 

Jackson,  singles  lecturer  and  co-author  of  Single  Solution  Colorado 

•  Associadonal  singles  -  Glerm  Shows,  MBCB,  singles  considtant 

•  Adventure  recreation,  ropes  course  leaderdiip  -  Ronny  Joe  Webb,  FBC.  Laurel 

•  Includes  music,  round-table  opooitunities.  tan  session  and  feUowship 


74B-M51erm-MSm$ 


for  Church  Organists 
Church  Pianists,  Ministers  of  Music 

bo^rd  Music  Specialists 

Workshop 

t  Darwin  Brooks 

)  if  )/  II  ^  March'  16,9  a.m.-4  p.m. 
(i  Baptist  Building,  Jackson 


Purpose: 

To  provide  skill  development 
and  knowledge  of  electronic 
keyboards  for  those  who 
serve  as  worship  leaders. 


For  more  Iriformation,  contact  the 
Church  Music  Department  at  601  -292-3272  or  I  -800-748-1651 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
KEYBOARD  WORKSHOP  2001 

March  10,1  p.m.'March  llj  p.m. 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 

CITY _ 

CHURCH. 


_ PHONE _ 

.STATE _ ZIP. 

_ ASSOCIATION. 


Enclose  $20  non-refundable  registration  fee.  Fee  includes  materials,  Friday  night  meal, 
break  time  refreshments.  Please  register  before  March  6, 2001.  Keyboard  Collections  will 
be  available  for  purchase. 

Mail  registration  form  to:  Keyboard  Workshop  2001,  Church  Music  Department,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  If  you  have  questions,  call  us  at  1-800-748-1651  or 
601-292-3272  or  our  FAX  is  601-968-3928. 

Motels  in  or  near  Clinton  •  Please  mention  Keyboard  Workshop  to  receive  group  rates. 

Comfort  Inn  -  601-924-9364 . Single  $55,  Double  $60 

Days  Inn  -  601-925-5065 . Double  $55 


m 

ph’r 

>  '  <!mJ 

A  fK  wvl! 

■■1 

b! 

March  17, 2001  -  FBC,  Brandon 
Match  31, 2001  ~  FBC,  Oxford 
May  5, 2001  -  FBC,  Gulfport 
9-11:30  a  jn. 

•  For  pibgram  iftformatwn^c^  Lott  SimdaySchwl  Department 

(601)292-3295  or  1-800-748^1651 


Older 

Children's 

Retreat 


July  I  9  ••  2  I  ,  2  0  01 

Gulfshor*  Baptist  Assembly 

Centri-Kid  Is  a  recreation-based  camp  that 
provides  fun  for  e^Ch  camper  while  at  the 
same  time  teaches  Christ  through  each 
event,  Bible  study  and  at  worship. 


Cost:  $  1 20 

•  First  400 


Key  Elements 


Mississippi  ajdult^| 
and  campers  to  I  f 
reglste|^]ll  I 
each  re^rti^. 

$20  credit  /  " 
Registration  >  mf 
begins  Marchp 
for  Mississippi  I 
churches  f  • 


Small  group 
Bible  study 
Exciting 

age-appropriate 

worship 

Large  variety  of 
track  time 
Camp-wide 
fellowships 
Big-time  recreation 


Note:  Older  Children's 
completed  grades  3-6  at| 
year.  \ 

Special  policy  require  A 
(21  or  older)  with  grok 
old.  A  counselor  of  the  v 
girls  or  each  seven  boy^ 


iat  is  for  children  who  have 
^end  of  the  2000-2001  school 

ies  to  send  adult  counselors 
oung  people  under  18  years 
lex  is  required  for  each  seven 
ortions  thereof). 


•  For  program  information  contact  Linda  Reeves, 
Sunday  School  Department,  (601)292-3294  or 
1-800-748-1651 


R  E  G  I  S  T  R  AT  I  O  K 
FORM 

Name  of  contact  person _ 

Church _ 

Church  Address  _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip _ 

Attach  extra  sheet  including  names  of  sponsors 
Wgd  names  and  ages  of  children 

MMaJiyafom  and  $40  registration  for 


February  23-March  8,  2001 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1 -800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


For  (trStatc  Keyboard  Fcftival 
(2)  Pray  for  Ihe  Lord  to  continiie 
to  place  h  upon  die  hearts  of 
to  become  church  planters 
and  oe  wWing  to  start  new  Bible 
studws  al  across  the  Cancun- 
Tidum  area  in  Mexico. 


For  (1)  State  Youth  Oioir 
Fcriival  (2)  Pray  that  Palestinian 
betieven  wM  be  confident  in 
their  faith,  outgoing  about  their 
love  for  die  Loi^  impiring  in 
their  spheres  of  influence,  and 
proteded  at  they  swim  very 
much  'agaililtedfri^  with 
the  relimj4ority  «pd  the 


A  ^A'YinK  n'4iAr4i^£^5  OAixyg^cTwr^ 

'£orb  Jesus,  help  me  hail^  to  meet  ^ou  in  ^our  Jiol^  "M^orh.  Qrant  that  I  vJouCb  no 
more  neglect  "Vour  'W/orh  than  I  WouCb  neglect  to  eat  m^  'bail^  meals." 

"JloW  to  'X)e\/elop  a  'ToWerful  'Tracer  £ife"  J^rizzeLL 


Please  continue  praying  for  the 
country  of  Bolivia.  Pray  that  Cod 
>wifl  wori  in  the  hearts  of  the 
-government  leaders,  so  that  the 
dvil  unrest  can  be  settled  wMi- 
^out  further  njury  to  the  people. 
[Pray  thatmisafoilBries  will  be 
[able  to  traysf  unIniptMled 
dnouehoit  the  aoudby  with  the 


The  Buryat  of  Rusna  are  one  of 
die  unrcKhed  people  groi^ 
within  the  Rutnan  Federation. 
They  are  an  indigeiiout  people  of 
Sfoeria,  of  Mongol  detc^  wMi 
a  populatioiud  430iN)0.  A  corn- 
pi^  tramfodonofine  BUe  in 
dieBuryatMp^afnlpprog- 
ieat.Pleat«pmyMMfePevange- 
Rzation  of  the  Buryat  people. 


For  (DCrowdi  Spiral;  West 
Laurel  BC  (2)  Alama  Davit,  of 
Waltham,  Mtm.,  is  a  church 
planter  miuionaty  in  the  New 
England  area.  She  ads  us  to  pray 
for  spiritual  awahcMK  in  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  I|r  people 
to  recognizpdieir  nied  far  a 
Savior.  Praflhat  w0b  win  be 
brohen  down  to  reach  them. 


Thank  Cod  for  physidant  who 
have  traveled  to  southwestern 
China  to  address  the  hedth  spiri¬ 
tual  needs  of  tome  very  poor 
women  and  their  diidrcn.  They 
are  caBed  'gvbage  (IISes' 
because  thw  Ih^  oi  %  streets 
and  pick  thripiA  gpib%e  to  find 


More  than  600,000  coBege  stu¬ 
dents  study  on  90  coBm  cam¬ 
puses  in  Mania  in  the  PnBippinet. 
Ninety-five  percent  are  lost  For 
eightyears,BMestudyoutreacb- 
eshavebeencanductctL-curresS- 
ly  on  six  camputM.  Pray  far  the 
missionariei  as  thfiy  seA  ways  to 
witness  to  the  students  on  aB  90 
campuses 


Drug  usa^  is  a  problem  in  the 
interior  odes  of  Brazi.  The 
CRIAR  foundation  has  been 
formed  by  a  group  of  Baptists  to 
provide  a  spKial  ministry  for 
chidren  and  idoiescents  at  risk. 
Sixty-five  at4itklNM  participate 
five  days  a  wediin  learning  activ¬ 
ities,  and  aiSMlipPpart  is  trAting 
28  boys  addhied  to  drugs. 


For  (1)  ^^iteitlippi  Acteens 
Comention;  FK,  Clinton,  Camp 
Caraywa  (2)  Ask  the  Floly  Spirit 
to  bruk  the  chains  of  fear  mat 
permeate  the  Marma  belief  sys¬ 
tem  of  Bangladesh  and  replace  it 
with  the  mrafuffove  of  Cod. 


For  (1)  Season  of  Prayer  for 
North  American  Missions  (2) 
Pray  for  a  nursing  team  Ihd  wfll 
be  minislesing  in  Niger  in 
Febiuaty  and  March,  asking  Cod 
to  use  them  to  tou|h  fives  asid 
open  doon  amoMhe  Songhai 
people  group. 


3-af  M1SSA11CIAL.KACEY 

PeatHts:  Mickael  A  AmtetteRacey,  GenersiEvangtiiMm,  SERVE  mWeOemSou^  America 

ARS  Bll88jENNIFEKL.JOaNSTQN 

Cain  PtMlA  2053  Jockey.  64.049-970  Temtam,  PI.  BRAZIL 

Parents:  Vincent  A  Shanm  Johnston,  Cat^erence/encanqtment,  SERVE  in  Eastern  South  America 

9-91  MR.JOHNM.CimiS 
BJ>.  130.  Teakodofo.  BURKINA  FASO 

Parents:  Cl^ion  A  Cathy  Qulis,  Agricnlture,  SERVE  in  WestAfiica 
1541  JOELK-GLAKE 

Miiiiirippi  College.  Box  5944,  ClinloQ,  MS  39058 

Parents:  David  A  Gloria  Glaze,  Media  Promotion,  SERVE  in  Western  South  America 

1541  ^THR.GLAU 

MisautipfM  Ctdlege.  Box  5377.  Clinlaii.  MS  39058 

Parents:  David  A  Gloria  Glaze,  Media  Promotion,  SERVE  in  Western  South  America 

n-m  jACCw  w.  Wallace 

WWC  Box  704.  Vl^lliam  Carey  College.  498  Tuscan  Ave..  Hattiesburg.  MS  39401-5499 
Parents:  Karl  A  Peggy  Wallace.  Mission  Adminutration,  SERVE  in  The  Caribbean  Basin 

1949  BETHANY  A.  PEVEY 

Delta  State  Univenity.  aevebni.  MS  38732 

Parents:  Frardt  D.  Jr.  A  Jerry  Atme,  Richmond  Associate,  SERVE  in  Eastern  Africa 

2142  JOEL  B.  COLLINS 

9707  SWSTdi  Street,  Cooper  City.  FL  33328 

Parents:  Charles  F.AE.  Suzanne,  Business  Management,  SERVE  in  The  Caribbean  Basin 

24-99  MISS  KIMBLERYE.  CARLTON 
PO Box  1559. Gabcrooe.  BOTSWANA 

Paretos:  David  A  Pamela  Carlton,  Theological  Education  by  exL,  SERVE  in  Southern  Africa 

24-83  MR.  JUSTIN  A.  MARTIN 
C.  C.  637. 5500  Mention.  ARGENTINA 

Parents:  Asbury  A  Hope  Martin,  General  Evangelism,  SERVE  in  Western  Soudt  America 

28- 87  MISS  REBEKAH  L.  RAY 

Box  3369. 49005  E»IPR(X>ETROVSK-5.  UKRAINE 

Parents:  Michael  A  Linda  Ray,  Religious  Education,  SERVE  in  Central  A  Eastern  Europe 

29- 93  MR.  CHRISTOPBRO.  CARLTON 
P  O  Box  1559,  Qttoataue,  BOTSWANA 

Parents:  David  A  Pamela  Carbon,  Theological  Education  by  ext..  SERVE  in  Southern  Africa 


March  15,  2001  8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Country  Woods  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

855-900  a.m  Welcome 

900-930  Preparing  Your  Church  to  Build  Cary  Nicholson 

CONSTRUCTION  C0NF»B^  •  CHOOSE  ONE 
935-1 030  Archrtects  &  Design  Team  Gary  Nicholson 

Constnxiion  Issues  Paul  jackson 

RenovatkxVRedesign  Issues  Norman  Perkins 

Codes,  Regulation,  Inspections  Asbestos,  Etc.  Don  McClesky 

Design  &  Constniction  Methods  Carl  Franco 

1 030-1 1 0O  Break/FellowshipArisit  with  Vendors 
HNANaCONFOENCES-  CHOOSE  ONE 

1 1  ^X)-Noon  BuikJir^  Program  Budget  Costs,  Etc.  Gary  Nicholson 

Banks  and  Lending  Institutions  joey  Babb 

Bonds  Program  Mark  McNeece 

Stewardship  Campaigns 

Challenge  to  Build  jerry  Mixon 

NAM6  Church  Finance  Ministry  Karl  Dietz 

Noon  Lunch 
SUITORT  CONEOe^CES  •  CHOOSE  ONE 

1 1)0-1 55  p.m.  Legal  Issues  in  Church  Buildings  and  Property  Rich  Young 

Technology  and  Lighting  Issues  Farrell  Blankenship 

Church  Furnishings  &  Interia  Design  Norman  Perkins 

Acoustic^Sound  Issues  Dave  Edmonds 

Volunteers  in  Constnjctkxi  Missions  Project  Teny  Qoss 

PROGRAM  CONFERENCES  -  CHOOSE  ONE 

21X)-)D0  Education  Space  Mark  Lott 

(Youth,  Aduh,  Children)  Don  Hicks 

Preschool  Children,  Weekday  Program  Lipda  Reeves 

Worship  Space  •  Gary  Nicholson 

FellowshipRecreatiorVSupport  Space  Matt  Buckles 

Relocation  &  Community  in  TransitiorVRelocation  Issues  Steve  Stone 
3D0  Adjourn 


You  may  register  by  mail,  fax  (1 .601 .71 4.7426)  or  E-mail  (kgOftk)n@mbcb.org) 


Names  in  the  News 


SoEithwestern  Seminary 

Youth  Ministry  Lab 


April  5-7,  2001 


Xcellent  Sfjejkeis  Including 


Xcellont  Seminal  Topics 


Tom  Miller 

assumed  the 
responsibili¬ 
ties  of  mis¬ 
sions  director 
for  Jackson 
Association. 
He  has  served 
for  four  years 
in  a  part  time 
position  prior 
to  this  promo¬ 
tion.  Miller 
also  served  as 
asscxriate  pas¬ 
tor  and  later 
as  pastor  of 
E  a  s  1 1  a  w  n 
Church, 
Pascagoula; 
pastor  of 
Southside 
Church, 
Lucedale; 
and  asscxdate 

Pastor  of 
our  Mile 


Weekend 


planned 


Longtime  pro-life  activist 
Johnny  Hunter  of  Virginia 
Beach,  Va.,  will  be  the  fea¬ 
tured  speaker  at  Right  to  Life 
of  Jackson's  (RTLJ)  1 3th  Annual 
Spring  Banquet  on  March  5  at 
Colonial  Heights  Church, 
Jackson. 

Hunter  is  the  national 
director  of  Life  Education  and 
Resource  Network  (LEARN), 
which  is  the  largest  African- 
American  pro-life  ministry  in 
the  U.S. 

There  will  be  several  pro¬ 
life  events  sponsored  by  RTLJ 
on  March  3-5,  including  side¬ 
walk  counseling  at  Jackson's 
two  abortion  centers  and  a  Life 
Chain  at  Jackson  State 
University  in  Jackson. 

For  more  information  on  the 
RTLJ  banquet  and  other  activi¬ 
ties  during  Right  to  Life 
Weekend,  call  (601 )  956-8636. 


Thrash,  Leach,  Fanguy,  and  Bishop 

Sulphur  Springs  Church, 

Conehatta,  ordained  Mickey 
Thrash,  Huston  Leach,  and 
Trumem  Bishop  as  deacons  on 
Jan.  14.  Picture  (from  left)  are 
Thrash;  Leach;  Timmy  Fanguy, 
pastor;  and  Bishop. 

Ingram  Church,  Baldwyn, 
will  ordain  Marty  Roberts,  minis¬ 
ter  of  youth,  to  tire  ministry  on 
March  4.  Charlie  Ransier  is  p^tor. 


Mize,  The  Dillons,  and  Glenn 


Andy  Dillon  was 
ordained  as  deacon  Jan. 
28  at  Tylertown  Church, 
Tylertown.  Pictured 
(from  ■  left)  are  James 
Mize,  chairman  of  dea¬ 
cons;  Dillon  and  his  wife 
Melissa;  and  Michael  W. 
Glenn,  pastor. 

Harperville  Church, 
Scott  Association, 
recently  held  a  deacon 
ordination  service  for 
Steve  Martin.  Pictured 
with  Martin  (center)  are 
Don  McDaniel,  deacon 
chairman;  and  Parkes 
Marler,  interim  pastor. 

Stanley  Martin 


Miller 


was 

ordained  as  a  deacon  at 
Zion  Hill  Church,  Wesson, 

(Ml  Jan.  21.  Pictured  (ftom 
left)  are  Jerry  Porter,  chair¬ 
man  of  deacons;  Martin;  and 
Tom  McCormick,  pastor. 


McDaniel,  Martin,  and  Mailer 


TURKEY  2001 

Ancient  Asia  Minor 

May  30  -  June  11,  2001 

Area  of  Paul 
and  John 

Archaeological  Discovery 
Cultural  Understanding 
Spiritual  Inspiration 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Dr.  Ro^er  Greene,  Hoet 
F.O.  Box  1105,  Clinton,  MS  39060 
(601)  924-5403 
E-mail:  mrareke&aoLcom 


Porter,  Martin,  and  McCormick 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

Brentwood,  TN  ♦  Since  1 953 

Church  Buses  ♦  Vans  ♦  New  &  Used 

We  buy  used  buses 

Life  Way  Discount 


Available  in  20'  to  37’  models 
(12  to  47  passengers.  New  &  Used) 


www.carpentert)us.com 


February  22, 2(X)1 


The  Baptist  Record 


Baptist  College  News 


Stafi  Ch wgfs 


2  0  0  1  SOUTH  CRN  BAPTIST  CCNVCNTICN 


William  Carey  College 

honored  David  Carson 
Davis  of  Rideeland 


Center's  Avery  Fisher  Hall  opening  session  will  begin  at  campus  tours  which  will  be 
singing  the  tenor  solos  in  the  8:30  a.m.  in  the  Grancf  Hall  conaucted  for  the  students  and 

New  York  premiere  of  Samuel  West  of  the  B.  C.  Rogers  their  parents  from  1-1:30  p.m. 

lished  Adler's  oratorio.  Choose  Life.  StudentsCenter.  There  will  oe  a  For  more  information  concem- 
at  the  Frazure  earned  the  bachelor  of  complimentary  noon  lunch  ing  preview  day,  call  the  admis- 
lun-  music  degree  in  vocal  perfor-  provided  by  the  college.  The  sions  office  at  (&1)  925-3800  or 

uring  mance  at  WCC  and  the  master  final  event  of  the  day  will  be  (800)  738-1236. 

the  for  music  degree  in  vocal  paer- 

lerves  of  Southern  Mississippi.  ^  Bavtist's  counseling 


The  Samaritan 
Counseling  Centers  at 
Baptist  Health  Systems 
have  recently  received 
national  accreditation. 

Barry  C.  Click  is  the 
center's  director. 

The  notification 
renews  the  Baptist  pro- 
gram's  accreditation  for  VH 
a  second  four-year  term  < 

through  April  2004 

The  program,  which  began 


in  1995,  was  originally 
accredited  in  1996  and 
provides  counseling 
services  in  Jackson  and 
the  surrounding  met¬ 
ropolitan  area.  The 
center  is  open 
Monday-Friday  from 
8:30  a.m.-4:30  p.m., 
with  some  evening 
hours  available. 

For  more  information, 
call  (601)  973-1697. 


Mississippi  College  will 
host  high  school  sophomores, 

Sniors,  and  seniors  for  Preview 
ay,  Friday,  March  23.  Events 
for  the  day  begin  at  8  a.m.  The 


Frazure 


Click 


Ron  Mumbower,  Ph.D. 
Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  Jackson 


First  Church,  Ocean  Mississippi  and  Southwestern 
Springs,  has  called  J,  Michael  Seminary. 

Barnett  as 
pastor,  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  3.  He 
previously 


Macedonia  Church,  Petal, 
has  called  Tony  Hinton  as  min- 
ister  of  music 

I  A 

*'3  I  L  i  b  e  r  t  y 

I  Hinton  a 

graduate  of 
B  e  1  h  a  V  e  n 
BameH  College, 

Jackson.  His 
New  p  r  e  V  i  o  u  s 

Orleans  Seminary,  and  Luther  place  of  ser- 

Rice  Seminary.  vice  was  H'nton 

Morgantown  Church,  Natchez. 

David  Estes  joined  First 
Church,  Madison,  as  director  of 
the  Christian  Activity  Center, 
etfectix  e  Feb.  5.  He  previously 
served  as  minister  of  students 
and  recreation  at  McLaurin 
Heights  Church,  Pearl.  Estes  is 
a  graduate  of  the  University  of 


I  am  a  very  anxious  person  yarded  heart  and  mind  that  is 
about  most  things,  and  I  can  see  focused  on  Christ 
that  I'm  passing  this  along  to  my 

children.  How  can  I  keep  from  I  know  this  seems  silly  in  corn- 
doing  that?  parison  to  most  of  the  world's 

problems,  but  how  do  I  tell  my 
Recognizing  your  problem  is  preschooler  that  our  beloved  cat 
the  first  step.  Talk  with  your  needs  to  be  put  to  sleep? 
doctor  about  effective  new 

medications  that  can  help  you  Start  by  explaining  to  your 
control  this  problem,  child,  in  language  he/she  will 
Encourage  your  husband  to  understand,  that  the  cat  is  very 
give  you  a  sign  when  you  have  .sick.  Help  your  child  notice 

tone  too  far  with  your  anxiety,  how  much  "the  cat  is  ailing. 

xercise  is  a  woncierful  way  to  Explain  the  process  of  putting 
redirect  your  anxious  energy,  an  animal  to  slc'ep,  or  have  the 
along  with  spiritual  meditation  veterinarian  talk  with 
on  CckTs  Word.  Anxiety  is  usu-  him/her.  Tlie  vet  might  ev  en 
ally  caused  by  fear  of  some  ha\e  a  bcxik  or  \  ideo  on  this 
fomi.  What  are  your  fears?  Pray  pnxx'ss.  Chcxrk  the  Internet  as 
about  your  fears  and  discu.ss  well.  Be  patient  and  allovvv  our 
them  with  your ‘■poust',  a  trust-  child  time  to  sort  through  this 
ed  friend,  or  a  Cnristian  coun-  >ituation  and  come  U>  his/her 
selor.  Ktvp  a  journal  on  the  own  conclusions.  Mold  this 
time's  \  (HI  teel  anxious  and  how  into  an  opportunity'  for  your 
vou  found  relief.  Memorize  child  to  see  that  he/she"  can 
Fhil.  4:6-7,  taking  each  word .  trust  you  enough  to  come  to 
and  phrase  and  letting  it  sink  you  with  any  issue  that  con- 
into  your  soul.  When  you  begin  cems  him/her.  Don’t  forget  to 
seeing  life  from  GtxJ's  pt'rspec-  pray  as  a  family  for  wisdom  in 
five  and  not  from  your  anxiety  making  the  rignt  decision  con- 
and  fears,  you  will  develop  a  ceming  this  beloved  pet. 


fjesus  Christ 


IRfquests  tftelHcnorj 
of  O^our ‘Presence  L 
in  yfeaven!  ■ 


Yoi  Can  Rkspond  Riuht  N<m! 

Simply  share  the  follow  ing  prayer 
with  Gtnl  ill  your  own  words: 

1.  I.ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

d  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  fmedom  from  eternal  death. 

d  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

d  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  yave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  es  en  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  l(Kal  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of  . 

crawling  over  the 
HUMP'’  The  sofulion  is 
a  15  passenger  van  with 
an  aisle,  raised  roof  i 
electric  step 

CaflTivSMe  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1«l(K]30-3622 
BUSES'  VANS'  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 
WWW  tri  statevanbus  com 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  Li/eAnsuvrs  do  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  fti.t  SV), 
Jackson,  MS  )92(l5-053().  Please’  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  In  central  Mississippi,  Ron 
Munibouvr  can  be  heard  from  9-10  a.m.  each  Wednesday  on  WHJT-FM  93.5.  Rememlvr: 
in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  nuke  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Luncheon  Topic: 

Renewed  Confidence  In  Ministiy 


Guest  Speaker  is  Dr.  Jack  Graham,  Pastor. 

Pratonwood  Chtirdi,  Datta$,  Ttaai 

You  are  (xtrdially  invited  to  attend  the  LeadeiCare/Wbunded  Ministert 
Luncheon.  Come  learn  more  about  this  significant  ministiy. 

To  request  a  complimentaiy  ticket  contact  Kay  Russell  at  615-251 -2173, 
or  e-mail:  Kay.RussellBlifeway.com. 


2000  Dcxlge  Caravan 


YOUR 

MINIVAN  AND 
CHURCH  VAN 
SOURCE 


$17,990 
Mississii^i’s  #1  Dodge  Dealer 


Call  toll  free  1-800-737-1331 


4200  Lakeland  Drive’ ♦  Jackson  ♦'  601-914-4200 
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LMCO  Go  \i  s  Ri  \cni  I) 


THANKS  FOR  COVERAGE  that  ye  may  be  sincere  and  with-  ttieir  quest  to  be  p( 

out  offence  till  the  day  of  Christ."  rect  insist  chi  rewnti 
Editor:  If  we  have  ffie  love  that  we  weU  as  the  Bible. 

IJust  want  to  thank  all  of  you  should  have,  we  will  have  the  Carl  D.  Ford 

at  The  Baptist  Record  for  the  good  judgement  to  approve  a  Laurel 

wonderful  coverage  you  gave  state  symbol  that  will  not  offend, 
to  Woman's  Missionary  Union  The  time  has  come  for 
(WMU)  after  our  Annual  Christians  to  care  more  about  CAN  OF  WORMS 
Celebration  on  January  26-27.  the  feelings  of  others  than 

Mission  education  in  our  about  some  prideful  "heritage"  Editor: 
churches  is  usually  initiated  by  that  needlessly  offends  others  When  you  alio 
WMU.  Most  missionaries  creel-  contrary  to  the  Scriptures.  Porter's  (February  1 

it  GAs  or  RAs  at  the  beginning  Jimmy  Edgarson  ion  to  be  printed  in 

of  the  recognition  of  their  call  to  Port  Gibson  vou  allowed  a  can 

full  time  mission  service. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  serve  the 
Lord  through  learning  about 
missions,  praying  for  missions, 
and  doing  missions  in 
Mississippi  and  the  world. 

Betty  W.  Davis,  president 
Mississippi  WMU 


est  groups  are  doing  more  harm 
to  our  state  than  any  flag  or  sym¬ 
bol  of  ttie  past  may  oe.  L^s  pray 
for  them. 

W^dell  L.  Ladner 
Nussissippi  State,  Miss. 


INFORMED  IS  BETTER 


Editor: 

Thanks  for  presenting  Jim 
Thrash's  critique  of  (Jerry 
Sutton's  book  entitled)  The 
Baptist  Reformation  (Guest 
Opinion,  February  15).  He  indi- 

NOT  SUCCESSFUL  potatoes"  nor  is  it  about  "black  cated  his  desire  for  different  per- 

and  white."  It  is  clearly  about  spectives  on  ffie  last  20  years  in 
Editor:  the  ^at  heritage  that  ttve  State  ^uthem  Baptist  Convention  Ufe. 

Jiminy  Porter  is  not  very  sue-  of  Mksissippi  h^  and  the  deep  I  wanted  to  offer  two  sugges- 
c^ful  in  attempting  to  conceal  rooted  meanings  behind  it.  tiems.  Grady  Cothen  has  wreSen, 

his  choice  of  a  state  flag.  His  The  present  flag  does  not  What  Happened  to  the  Souff^m 
Scripture  choices  give  him  away,  symbolize  hatred  and  discon-  Baptist  Conventiem?  He  provides 
Not  giving  offense  and  reconcili-  tent  for  African-Americans  but  an  informed  accoimt  of  the  con¬ 
ation  is  a  two  way  street.  I  am  rather  it  proudly  portrays  the  troversy's  impact  and  key  issues 
offended  that  42  senators  and  symbols  that  said  our  found-  that  ^laped  it  Cotfien  caUs  what 
Editor:  that  paragon  of  virtue,  Jessie  ing  fathers  had  the  right  to  has  happened  a"personal  cata- 

I  would  like  to  take  a  little  Jackson,  find  it  offensive  that  bear  arms,  to  fight  for  what  strophe^  for  him  and  ffiousands 
stronger  stand  on  the  issue  of  the  John  Ashcroft  uttered  kind  words  they  believed,  and  to  create  a  of  others, 
state  flag  than  Jimmy  Porter  took  for  Robert  E.  Lee  and  others  who  State  of  the  Union  in  which  Another  book  is  called.  The 

in  his  guest  pinion.  Make  It  Our  followed  both  the  Cross  of  Christ  every  American  —  black.  Fundamentalist  Takeover  in  the 
Flag,  in  the  February  1  issue.  and  the  Cross  of  St.  Andrew.  white,  red,  or  yellow  —  can  be  SBC:  A  Brief  History,  written  and 
Approximately  38%  of  In  the  Confederate  armies,  proud  to  live.  ccHnpiled  by  Rob  James,  Gary 

Mississippi's  citizens  are  black,  there  was  a  revival  which  was  Yes,  a  few  have  been  harmed  Leaser,  ana  James  Shoopman. 
and  probably  at  least  90%  of  those  greater  than  the  two  Great  while  our  state  flag  or  its  embed-  This  work  is  produced  by 
are  offended  by  the  rebel  flag  in  Awakenings  in  this  country  at  ded  emblem  was  waved  about.  Mainstream  Missouri  Baptists, 
die  comer  of  our  state  banner.  We,  least  in  its  lasting  effect.  The  but  the  same  is  true  of  the  and  offers  a  "moderate"  re^xmse 
the  white  majority,  will  dedde  men  who  both  fought  and  evan-  American  flag.  Let  me  be  clear  to  the  fundamentalist  takeover, 
^ril  17  whether  to  continue  gelized  under  that  flag  laid  the  on  this.  I  d<m't  see  Japanese-  These  two  aren't  the  only 

oflending  them  or  adopt  a  sym-  foundations  of  our  Bible  Belt  Americans  wanting  to  take  ones  available  but  should  give 
bol  that  is  inoffdisive  to  anyone.  I  and  our  Southern  Baptist  down  and  destroy  our  American  additional  insight  to  the  SBC 
would  like  to  cite  some  Semture  Convention  and  its  instituhons.  flag  and  yet  more  of  tttem  have  controversy.  It's  an  old 

on  what  ffie  rigjit  choice  is  (kTV).  I  am  concerned  with  not  been  kUlra  under  its  wavini  . 

Rom.  14:21:  "It  is  good  nei-  offending  the  memory  of  glory  tfran  all  c 

ther  to  eat  flesh,  nor  to  drink  Broadus,  Manly,  Carroll,  Dagg,  mterest  groups  o 

wine,  nor  any  thing  whereby  and  other  giants  of  our  conven-  •  In  retro^>ect,  t 
thy  brother  stumbleth,  or  is  tion  including  O.  D.  Bowen, 
offended,  or  is  made  weak."  who  founded  my  church,  and 

1  Cor.  10:32:  "Give  none  reconciling  with  them  rather 
offenqe,  neither  to  the  Jews,  nor 
to  the  Gentiles,  nor  to  the 
church  of  God"  (nor  to  your 

black  brethren).  confirmation  of  John  Ashcroft. 

2  Cor.  6:3:  "Giving  no  offence  Some  in  the  church  would 
in  any  thing,  that  the  ministry 
be  not  blamed." 

Phil.  1:9-10:  "And  this  I  pray, 

that  your  love  may  abouna  yet  next  thing  we  must  do  to  avoid  Mount  Zion 
more  and  more  in  knowledge  offending  the  world,  remove  the  Church, 
and  in  all  judgement;  that  ye  may  book  of  Philemon  from  the  Bible?  Taylorsville, 
approve  tnings  that  tire  excellent;  I  am  offended  by  liberals  who  in  exceeded  its 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


DON'T  BE  OFFENSIVE 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instatKes, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  irKlude  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


rormi 


Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Chisholm 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


than  the  likes  of  Hillary  Clinton,  Mt  Zion  Church,  Blakeney 
Ted  Kennedy,  and  the  other  40  Brookhaven,  exceeded  its  goal  of  Keitfi  M. ' 
Senators  who  voted  against  the  $7,5(X)  by  givi^ 
confirmation  of  John  Ashcroft.  a  total  of  $8/XiO 

Lottie 

rather  be  politically  correct  than  Moon  Christmas  I 

biblically  correct  and  are  afraid  of  Offering. 
offending  the  world.  What  is  the 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


goal  of  $1,200.  tWL 

The  children 
par- 
in 
for 
and 

raised  over 

$250.  Jerolyn  Children  of  Mount  Zion  Church,  Taylorsville 


21st  century  mkiislry  requires 
21st  century  tools. 

LifeWay’s  new  ministry  brings  churches  high-quality  Internet  tools  to  broaden 
ministry  arud  outreach.  LifeWayUNK  Web  services  include: 

*  FREE  arxl  easily  affordable  upgrades 

*  Hassle-free  setup  and  maintenance 

*  A  choice  of  professional  designs 

*  Conwnon  processing  techniques 

*  LifeWay  resources  with  one  click  a  mouse 

*  Flexibility  to  add  pages  and  features 

*  An  events  calendar  and  morel 


Visit  a  New  Christian  Website 
like  no  other! 

LifeWay  on//ne.  cor 


'Powerful  yet  assy  to  use... 

Get  LifeVAtayIJNK  on  your  team. 


1  can't  begin  to  tell  you  how  effective 
our  Wab  aile  haa  bean  for  ua.' 


Call  toll-free 


Biblical  Solutions  for  Life 


LifsW»yUNK  Is  a  stiyict  9I  LifiWiy  Christian  Rssourcat 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Following  Jesus 

Mark  1:16-18;  2:13-17;  3:13-19 


Sharon  Neff 


A  friend  and  I  recently  start¬ 
ed  taking  a  pottery  class  tom  a 
local  potter.  Instead  of  instruc¬ 
tions  and  rules  on  the  first  day, 
we  were  handed  clay  and  told 
to  make  whatever  we  wanted 
with  it.  The  teacher  did  give 
some  brief  suggestions  about 
making  a  pincn  |x>t,  but  then 
said,  'T)o  whatever  you  want, 
there  are  no  rules  here." 

It  was  probably  the  first  thing 
I'd  done  in  years  where  there 
were  no  rules.  I  must  admit  that 
the  part  of  me  deep  down  inside 
that  chafes  against  authority 
from  time  to  tune  just  bubbled 
over  with  happiness.  There's  no 
telling  what  wild  thing  I'd  do 
(well,  after  all,  it's  just  pottery  — 
how  wild  can  you  get?y 


From  the  first  Hme 
as  a  toddler  that  we 
stomp  our  little  foot 
and  say  "No!"  all  of  us  N< 
have  times  that  we 
struggle  with  authority.  It 
seems  that  previous  genera¬ 
tions  have  not  had  quite  as 
much  of  a  problem  with  this  as 
our  culture  faces  today. 

In  years  past,  it  was  assumed 
that  you  would  obey  your  par¬ 
ents  and  teachers,  accept  the 
authority  of  your  boss,  accept 
the  rule  of  law,  and  respect  the 
authority  of  publics^ncf  elected 
leaders.  You  might  balk  and 
complain  a  little,  out  not  much 
more  than  that. 

Today  we  are  in  the  midst  of 
a  culture  that  openly  rebels 
against  authority.  Many  adults 
struggle  with  any  type  of 


authority  and  don't 
want  to  cooperate  with 
the  boss,  the  law,  or  pub¬ 
lic  officials.  They  want 
to  do  their  own  thing 
without  any  interference 
tom  others. 

This  fierce  indepen¬ 
dence  also  spills  over 
into  the  loyalty  and 
*  commitm^rit  issue. 

Adults  who  want  to 
completely  run  their  own  lives 
donT  want  either  commitment 
to  another  person  or  loyalty  to 
an  organization  or  ideal  to  get 
in  the  way  of  their  own  selfish 
whims. 

If  a  job,  person,  or  even  a 
church  is  not  meeting  their 
needs,  or  is  not  exciting  enough, 
or  requires  too  much  of  an 
investment  of  time,  then  you 
just  discard  it  and  find  another 
one  more  to  your  liking. 

There  is  a  better  way  to  live 
our  dives.  While  "no  rules" 
may  be  fine  occasionally  in  a 
few  situations  in  life,  in  gener¬ 
al  the  better  way  is  to 


2‘ 


acknowledjge  the  authority  of 
Jesus  and  follow  him.  He  calls 
us  to  follow  him  and  expects 
us  to  do  so  with  commitment 
and  faithfulness,  just  like  his 
first  followers  did. 

When  Jesus  called  Simon 
Peter  and  Andrew  as  they  were 
fishing,  they  didn't  hesitate. 
Mark  says,  ’^'At  once  they  left 
their  nets  and  followed  him" 
(1:18).  We  know  from  later 
information  that  Peter  was  a 
brash  and  independent  man, 
but  he  willingly  accepted  the 
authority  of  Jesus. 

Jesus  also  called  another 
man  who  was  used  to  follow¬ 
ing  his  own  rules.  Levi  (or 
Matthew)  the  tax  collector  was 
given  guidelines  about  taxes 
tom  the  government,  but  was 
allowed  to  basically  collect  all 
he  could  and  keep  the  excess. 

He  didn't  hesitate  to  follow 
Jesus  either  as  Mark  tells  us, 
'-d..evi  got  up  and  followed 
him"  (2:14).  He  voluntarily 
left  a  life  of  self-rule  and 
acknowledged  the  authority 


and  rule  of  Jesus. 

In  chapter  3  of  Mark's 
gospel,  it  says  that  Jesus  "called 
to  him  those  he  wanted,  and 
they  came  to  him"  (v.  13).  He 
appointed  twelve  to  be  his 
apostles.  This  diverse  group 
accepted  his  authority  and, 
except  for  Judas  Iscariot,  fol¬ 
lowed  him  loyally  for  the  rest 
of  their  lives. 

Jesus  expects  no  less  torn 
us.  When  he  calls  us,  he 
means  for  us  to  follow  him 
and  follow  him  faithfully. 
When  we  follow  him,  we 
experience  his  grace  and  we 
get  to  enjoy  his  presence. 

Both  of  these  make  our  lives 
meaningful  and  joyful  as  he 
transforms  our  lives  into  the 
best  they  can  be.  Yes,  we  do 
give  up  authority  over  our 
own  lives  and  suomit  to  his 
authority, -but  the  rewards  in 
our  daily  lives  and  the  eternal 
rewards  make  following  Jesus 
worth  it  all. 

Neff  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Greenville. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Witnessing  to  the  world 

Acts  28:16-17a,  22-31 


By  Lee  Yancey _  urehead  of  Castor  and 

Pollux  (Gemini 

Safely  shipwrecked  on  the  Constellation).  Finally 
island  of  Malta  for  three  arriving  in  Rome, 
months,  Paul  used  his  time  to  Paul  was  permitted  to 
witness  and  to  heal  all  on  the  live  alone  with  a  soldier  to 
island  of  their  infirmaries,  guard  him. 

He  did  manage  to  be  bitten  Create  opportunities  (vv. 
by  a  viper  but  he  just  shook  16-17a).  Tenacious  Paul  used 
the  snake  off  into  the  camp-  his  relative  freedom  in  Rome 
fire.  The  superstitious  to  meet  with  the  local  Jewish 
Maltese  inhabitants  thought  officials.  Paul  was  concerned 
he  was  a  god.  However,  Paul  that  th^  might  have  heard  of 
used  the  opportunity  to  point  him  from  the  viperous 
them  to  Christ.  Jerusalem  Jews  and  he  wanted 


Safely  shipwrecked  on  the 
island  of  Malta  for  three 
months,  Paul  used  his  time  to 
witness  and  to  heal  all  on  the 
island  of  their  infirmaries. 
He  did  manage  to  be  bitten 
by  a  viper  but  he  just  shook 
the  snake  off  into  the  camp¬ 
fire.  The  superstitious 
Maltese  inhabitants  thought 
he  was  a  god.  However,  Paul 


Yancey 


When  winter  passed,  Paul, 
still  a  prisoner,  and  his  275  com¬ 
panions  left  for  Rome  aboard  an 
Alexandrian  ship  with  the  fig- 


to  defend  himself  face  to  face. 

Being  under  house  arrest 
allowed  Paul  a  chance  to  meet 
with  the  most  influential  Jews 


in  the  city.  They  were 
impressed  by  his  Jewish 
resume  (Pharisee,  stud¬ 
ied  under  Gamaliel, 
etc.)  and  very  anxious 
to  hear  him  speak.  As 
Christians,  we  need  to 
look  for  ways  to  create 
witnessing  opportuni¬ 
ties,  especially  when 
circumstances  limit  the 
y  possibilities. 

Tar^t  your  witness 
(vv.  22-29).  Finding  common 
ground  is  vital  when  two  dif¬ 
fering  parties  come  together. 
Paul  made  a  habit  of  oegin- 
ning  with  the  ubiquitous 
Jews,  who  as  a  result  of  the 
Diaspora,  were  located  in 
most  towns  in  Asia  Minor 
and  Greece. 

Because  they  had  the  Old 
Testament  in  common,  Paul 
felt  confident  that  by  using 
the  Old  Testament  scriptures, 
he  could  point  them  to  the 


Messiah,  Jesus  Christ. 

He  began  by  saying  that  he 
had  been  imprisoned  because 
of  "the  hope  of  Israel."  The 
Jews  in  Rome  were  very  inter¬ 
ested  in  hearing  Paul's  mes¬ 
sage.  They  had  not  yet  deter¬ 
mined  whether  they  were 
supportive  of  Paul's  cause  or 
opposed  to  it. 

vVhen  Paul  finished  sharing 
about  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
some  believed  and  some  did 
not.  Paul  was  discouraged  by 
their  unbelief  and  quoted  a 
passage  from  Isaiah  that  said 
that  the  gospel  would  be 
declared  unto  the  Gentiles 
and  that  they  would  accept  it. 

While  Christian  witnesses 
are  not  to  ignore  individuals 
or  groups  who  are  hardened 
to  the  gospel,  they  may  target 
their  witness  to  others  wmo 
will  listen  and  perhaps 
respond  positively. 

Follow  through  (w.  30-31). 


While  Paul  was  under  house 
arrest,  he  preached  unhin¬ 
dered  for  a  two-year  period. 
Also  during  this  time,  Paul 
wrote  letters,  commonly 
called  Prison  Epistles,  to  the 
Ephesians,  Colossians,  and 
Pnilippians.  He  also  wrote  a 
personal  letter  to  Philemon. 

Companions  of  Paul  in 
Rome  were  Timothy,  Luke, 
Tychius,  Epaphroditus,  and 
Mark.  Paul  witnessed  to  the 
whole  Roman  guard  (Phil. 
1:13)  and  was  involved  with 
the  new  Roman  believers. 

Like  Paul,  when  believers 
commit  to  witness  about  Jesus, 
God  will  give  them  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  follow  through  on  their 
commitment.  Believers  can 
witness  to  the  world  without 
leaving  home  because  the 
world  has  come  to  America. 

Yancey  is  consultant  for  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission. 


PRAQiCAL  Principles 


\  ( 


"This  is  now  bone  of  my  bones  and  flesh  of  my  flesh;  she  shall  be 
called  woman,  for  she  urns  taken  out  of  man.  For  this  reason  a  man  will 
leave  his  father  and  mother  and  be  united  to  his  wife,  and  they  mil 
become  one  flesh.  The  man  and  his  wife  were  both 
naked,  and  they  felt  no  shame"  (Genesis  2:23-25). 


So  began  God's  perfect  plan  for  a  man  and  a 
woman  to  be  partners  in  life.  They  were  to  begin 
life  on  their  own,  apart  from  theiir  parents,  and 
to  be  united  as  one  flesh  after  becoming  hus¬ 
band  and  wife.  If  we  stopped  at  Genesis  2,  the 
whole  world  wovild  be  a  perfect  place,  but  in 
ch^ter  3,  sin  enters  the -world. 

Today,  sexual  sin  permeates  the  societies  of  Yancey 

every  nation  in  the  world.  Whether  it  is  premar-  ^ 

ital  sex,  adultery,  homosexuality,  rape,  sexual  harassment,  abor¬ 
tion,  pornography,  or  child  sexual  abuse,  the  peoples  of  our 
world  are  trapped  in  a  web  of  sexual  devicmce. 

Sexual  sin  has  been  in  existence  from  the  earliest  times  and 
today  it  is  alive  and  well.  However,  in  recent  years,  teenagers  and 
college  students  across  the  world  have  bucked  the  trend  of  teen 
sexuality  by  joining  a  movement  called  True  Love  Waits. 

It  is  estimated  that  nearly  3  million  young  people  have 
pledged  to  remain  sexually  pure  until  marriage.  More  than  a 
commitment  not  to  have  sex,  true  Love  Waits  is  a  commitment  to 
God  to  be  pure  in  every  area  of  their  lives. 

I  believe  God  is  preparine  a  generation  of  young  people  to  be 
a  part  of  a  movement  tnat  is  Digger  than  themselves,  a  redirection 
of  hearts  and  lives  that  God  is  orchestrating  for  His  purposes. 

Please  conuiut  to  pray  for  all  teens  who  have  made  mis  com¬ 
mitment  cmd  for  those  who  are  considering  whether  or  not  to 
save  sex  for  marriage. 


It  vou  .ire  infcrcsh'd  iu  rcc  (m\  in”  (  lirisli.ni  \(  lion 
■!|)(l.\i(‘s  \  i.i  llii'  inlcrncl  .iinl  will  sh,);.  :;ii' 
inloi!”  ilion  with  Iricnds  \!'U‘  <  'uni  !i 
|;i.  .!>(■  r  in.iil  iis  .il  rw  00(1  ”  nil)i  ■  .  I  m  lode  v  ■  n 
n.inu',  .iddrcss,  plioiu'  iuiiiiIiim,  .ind  iluiiih  n.inu'. 


le  to  be 
irection 


Parents  and  religion  still  influential 


According  to  several  recent  studies,  parents 
and  religious  beliefs  are  a  potent  one-two  combi¬ 
nation  when  it  comes  to  influencing  a  teen's 
decisions  about  whether  or  not  to  have  sex.  Even 
when  it  comes  to  the  teens  themselves,  a  sub¬ 
stantial  majority  think  young  people  should  not 
have  sex  wnile  in  high  school. 

One  survey  of  about  500  youth  between  12 
and  17  years  old  was  conducted  by  the 
National  Campaign  to  Prevent  Teen 
Pregnancy.  The  poll  showed  that  37%  of  the 
teens  surveyed  cited  their  parents  as 
having  the  greatest  influence* on  their 
decisions.  Other  factors  affecting 
teen  attitudes  were  friends  (30%), 
the  media  (11%),  and  religious  - 
conviction  (11%).  (See  chart.) 

The  heavy  emphasis  teens 
place  on  their  friends'  opin¬ 
ions  should  come  as  no  sur¬ 
prise,  but  in  this  regard,  anoth¬ 
er  of  the  study's  findings  was 
encouraging.  In  overwhelming 
fashion,  78%  of  young  people  sur 
veyed  said  they  tnougnt  teens 
should  not  be  sexually  active  at  all. 
Moreover,  64®/o  of  the  teens  who  said  they 
had  had  sex  also  said  they  regretted  it,  and 
would  tell  Aeir  younger  siblmgs  to  delay  having 
sex  until  they  were  at  least  out  pf  high  ^ooL 

"This  poll  is  flie  jatest  evidence  tfiat  many  teens 
are  taking  a  more  cautious  attitude  toward  having 
sex,"  saia  Sa^  Sachar,  deputy  director  of  die  cam¬ 


paign.  "It  also  makes  clear  that  parents  can,  and 
must,  play  an  active  and  continuing  role  in  belp- 
ing^eir  children  vmderstand  that  sex  can  wait.* 
The  religious  influence  on  the  decision  by 
some  teens  to  refrain  from  sexual  activities  was 
also  documented  by  two  new  studies. 
Independent  researchers  foimd  that  religious 
belief  was  the  most 
influential  in  keeping 
young  people  abstinent. 


11% 
^  media 


37 

parent 


Pyschologists  at  Fordham 
University  m  New  York,  for  example, 
found  that  "students  who  strongly  identify  with 
religious  teachings  and  traditions"  were  "less 
likeYy  to  engage  ih^^ual  activity.'!.  .  . 

Source:  AFA  Journal,  Jan.  2(X)1,  p.  8 


Pledging  abstinence  helps 


9  rmlHoir  hotels 
fowte.  -Sayi,.  one  AT&T 
official/  ^It^s  the  crazy 
aunt  in.lheattk;.  Evemipt 
knows 

can't  say  anting 
it*  that's 

•fhey  know  when  '0^ 

infoc^tioh/  their 
will  do  the  walking  and 
another  phone  company 
will  handje  the  talking 

Source:  Washington  Update, 
Oct.  23, 2000 


Teenagers  who  pledge  to 
remain  sexually  abstment  until 
marriage  are  34%  less  likely  to 
have  sex  thah'^ose  who  do 
not  take  virgin^  vows. 

Peter  Be^nn^n,  professor  of 
sociology  \  at  Columbia 
University,  reports  that  2.5 
million  teens  in  the  United 
St^es  had  taken 
Virginia  pledges 
by  1996;  however 
he  believes  the 
figure  is  closer 
to  3  million 
by  now. 

Many 
teens  have 
signed 
covenant  , 
cards  stating: 

"Believing  that  true 
love  waits,  I  make  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  God,  myself,  my  fami¬ 
ly,  my  friends,  my  future  mate, 
and  my  future  children  to  be 
sexually  abstinent  from  this 
day  until  the  day  I  enter  a  bib¬ 
lical  marriage  relationship." 

The  True  Love  Waits  cam¬ 
paign,  launched  in  1993, 
accounts  for  nearly  half  of  the 


two  million  teenagers  who 
have  signed  ^stinence 
pledges  over  the  last  decade. 

Researchers  have  found 
that  pledges  are  delaying  first 
intercourse  by  <m  average  of  18 
months.  Pledges  work  best  for 
those  under  the  age  of  15, 
before  the  greater  pressure  of 
high  school  hits. 

They  also 
work  best  with 
those  who 
already  have 
reasons  for 
absti¬ 
nence, 
(prompt¬ 
ing  some 
to  ask  if 
they  cause 
people  to  wait,  or 
just  reflect  a  decision  to 
already  do  so.  However, 
studies  do  reflect  that  those 
who  make  a  public  commit¬ 
ment  to  something  are  more 
likely  to  follow  through  on 
that  commitment. 


Sources:  B 
2001;  Youth  Tc 


ist  Press,  Jan.  4, 
f,  Nov.  10, 2000 
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Sevenieen's  sex  survey 

After  a  surpriskig  sex  survey.  Seventeen  magazine  levealed 
71%  pi  titfas  who'vc  had  sex  wish  diey  had  Trahrt 
Sevewiaen  itoaftaaine  called  500  and  500 ^ys  acioaa  ttw 
ftation  for  daStotiew  aiiout  sexThey  asked  IJto  21  year  aids. 
"Have  you-Md  And  if  so,  "Do  you  wkh  you  had  watted 
you  cite?*  It  vm  imparted  dtat  65%  of  aiia  and 

mb&Sm  15  fo21)&  sex  at  least  once. 


Bibliocivher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 

RHO,  TG,  WPS  RHZST  GE 
WPS  TGJp_  DRFS  KUGH 
WPSF,  RHO  WPS  ZTGJQ 
GE  WPS  TGJO  VPGHS 
JGKHO  RXGKW  WPSF; 
RHO  WPSQ  LSjS  VGJS 
REJRAO. 

TKCS  WLG:  HAHS 
Clue:  K=U 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  Janies  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  First  Peter  Two: 
Twenty-One. 


MISSIONARIES  AT  WORK 
—  Missionary  Ken  Cummins, 
left,  and  Honduran  pastor 
Ramon  Martinez  stop  while 
visiting  in  homes  to  pray  for  a 
baby  that  has  a  high  fever. 
More  than  4,000  missionaries 
were  sent  out  by  Baptist  part¬ 
ners  to  serve  in  home  and 
international  missions  last 
year.  (Photo  by  Michael  Keza) 


International  missions  post  gains  in  2000 

1999;  1,383  intema- 

astonish  a 

Southern  Baptist  1,317  in  1999. 

'  Another 

in  of 

baptisms  overseas  over¬ 
starts  whelming  number 

volunteers  who 

at  work  went  on 

the  privilege  of  In  when 

astound-  Southern  Baptists  set 

said  #  '4  a 

v'  everyone  - 

Mission  Board  (1MB)  world  an  opportuni- 

.  4Vty  to  hear  and 
^respond  to  the 

gams  dur-  1  Gospel  by  2000,  one 

ingZOOO.  I  objective  was 

Last  6,520  multiply  by 

were  the  number  of 

an  '  MM  unteers 

37.4%  j^H  overseas 

oyer  the  1999  figure  .  A  God  surpassed  the 

of  4,748.  In  addition,  *  m  visionariesMreams. 

451,^1  people  were  [,  ^ 

baptized,  an  increase  ing  the  projected 

of  24.1%  over  1999’s  BEGINNING  A  CHURCH —  Residents  of  a  Samburu  village  in  Kenya  check  out  the  con-  10,000  volunteers  in 
363,703.  tents  of  a  church  start  kit  they  just  received  from  Baptist  workers.  The  kit  includes  a  hand-  2000,  a  total  of 

Even  with  the  cranked  tape  player,  tapes  of  sermons  in  the  Samburu  language,  and  flip  charts  illustrating  30,512  Southern 

jumps  in  statistics,  Bible  stories.  Last  year  more  than  6,500  overseas  churches  were  established,  a  37.4%  Baptists  participat- 

Rankin  warned,  increase  over  1 999's  4,748.  (Phqto  by  Grace  Robinette)  ed  in  overseas  mis- 

against  getting  lost  in  - :-;% - - - - ■"-  ‘  "  ' — -  sions 

nbers. 


the  nuinc 

^  "These  are  not  just  numbers  or  massive 
global  reports,"  he  said.  "These  are  actual 


individuals  whoTiave  been  brou^t  into 
the  kingdom  of  God."' "  "^  -•  ].. .. 

The  exponential  growth  in  baptisms 
and  churcn  starts  is  a  relatively  recent 
development  for  the  International  Mission 
Board,  he  added.  Historically,  the  board 
has  recorded  incremental  growth  rates  of 
one  percent  or  five  f>ercent  a  year. 

"For  many  years,  we  were  satisfied 
with  the  incremental  growth,"  Rankin 
said.  "For  baphsms  to  reflect  a  24.1% 
increase  this  year  is  amazing. 

"It  just  shows  how  big  God  is." 

The  astounding  growth  in  baptisms 
and  church  starts  is  just  one  example  of 
how  God  is  blessing  Southern  raptist 
work  overseas.  Other  points  of  compari¬ 
son  include: 

•  Total  members:  5.6  million  members 
in  churches  with  which  IMB  workers  are 
affiliated,  a  14.4%  increase  over  the  4.9 
million  reported  in  1999. 

•  Total  churches:  60,988  congregations 
with  which  IMB  workers  are  aviated,  a 
16.7%  increase  over  1999's  52,186  churches. 

•  New  outreach  groups:  3,682  new  out¬ 
reach  groups  (formerly  called  preaching 
points)  brought  the  total  number  of  out¬ 
reach  groups  to  38,294,  a  two-teftths^f 


Droiects 

one  percent  decrease  from  the  previous 
year's  38,363. 

•  Bible  teaching: 

3.15  million  people 
involved  in  Bible  teach¬ 
ing,  a  15.3%  increase 
from  the  2.7  million 
reported  in  1999. 

•  New  believers  in 
discipleship:  a  62.6% 
increase  was  recorded, 
bringiitg-Ae  total  num¬ 
ber  to  461,901  over 
1999’s  284,038. 

•  Leadership  train¬ 

ing:  30,366  people 
enrolled  in  non-resi- 
dential  programs,  a 
46%  increase  over 
20,802  in  1999;  17,975 
enrolled  in  residential  VOLUNTEERS  ON  MISSION  —  Ginger  Brown,  a  dentist  who 
programs,  a  40.8%  joined  a  volunteer  nledical  team  in  Venezuela,  was  one  of  36,51 2 
decrease  from-  30,353.  Southern  Baptists  who  participated  in  overseas  volunteer  missioii 
in  1999.  projects  last  year.  (F^oto  by  Sandy  King) 

•  Missionaries  sent  ^ - 

.out  by  Baptist  partners:  2,690  home  mis-  goals  explains  why  Rankin  doesn't  like  to 

sionaries,  a  .2%  decrease  from  2,726  in  project  missions  results. 

"It  is  not  within 
our  ability  to  project 
how  many  new 
churches  will  be 
started,  especially 
as  church  planting 
movements  take  it 
far  beyond  our  level 
of  involvement," 
Rankin  said.  "It 
would  be  an  insult 
to  God  to  presume 
to  identify  how 
many  new  believers 
would  be  won  to 
faith  in  Christ  and 
baptized." 

For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on 

Southern  Baptists' 
international  mis¬ 
sion  efforts,  con¬ 
tact  IMB  at  P.O. 

RIVER  BAPTISM  —  Pastors  in  Pointe  i  Pitre,  Guadeloupe,  baptize  a  Box  6767, 

new  believer.  More  than  451,3(X)  people  were  baptized  overseas  last  Richmond,  VA 
year  by  International  Mission  Boarcf  missionaries,  an  increase  of  24.1%  23230-0767.  Phone 
wer  last  year's  (btal  of  363,703.  (Photo  by  Denise  McGill)  (800)  353-0151. 
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